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INTRODUCTION 


The most needed revival within the 
church today is on the stewardship of 
money. The extension of the Kingdom of 
Christ throughout the world is hindered 
and hampered for lack of adequate funds 
with which to carry forward the work. 
Thousands daily live and thousands daily 
die without the gospel in all lands because . 
of the unscriptural practices of the modern 
church in giving. How greatly is a stew- 
ardship revival needed! As long as pres- 
ent inadequate methods continue for 
financing the Lord’s work, missionaries of 
the Cross at home and abroad will work 
without proper equipment! Our colleges 
will annually face deficits; little children 
will knock with chubby hands on closed 
orphan home doors; old preachers will be 
forced to live on less than one dollar per 
day; there will be a famine of the Word of 
God in many communities; needed church 
buildings cannot be erected and_ local 
ehurches will continually face financial 
deficits and embarrassments—all this and 
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much more until there is a surging revival 
on stewardship running through all the 
churches. The time has come to take the 
subject_of stewardship seriously. 


Perhaps leaders and workers have been 
playing flutes when they should have been 
blowing blasts on trumpets that would 
wake the dead. The time is here when the 
church has her chance for world-evangeli- 
zation. All doors are off their hinges. 
Modern means of communication and 
transportation are available for the spread 
of the gospel over the whole earth. Shall 
the church be longer timid or speak in 
hushed tones and muffled voice on the sub- 
ject of money? How can Christians remain 
so silent any longer with the needs of our 
present world for God, staring them in the 
face? How much longer can we be at ease 
in Zion on this stewardship theme? 

One of the big stewardship sins of the 
past and the present, is the substitutions 
manufactured and practiced for the scrip- 
tural plan of giving. If the principle of 
the tithe should be practiced _in_ the 
churches, it would bring about a spiritual 
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revival. Christians of the twentieth cen- 
tury under Christ dare not give less than 
the Jews gave under Moses. Money tests. 
It is the ‘‘acid test.’? Will a man rob God 
or will he be fair and generous with God? 
Money makes character. It reveals char- 
acter. If you really want to know a man, 
have money dealings with him. 





A new day will come for the Kingdom 
when the new converts in the churches are 
also carefully instructed and trained in the 
scriptural plan of giving. What would 
happen among us if for the next decade 
every new member would tithe. A new 
generation of Christians can be produced 
in the churches if they are properly taught 
in stewardship. Many times people do not 
do better because they do not know better. 
The writer was in his twenties before he 
ever heard a sermon on tithing and the 
first sermon on this subject he ever heard 
he preached himself. He preached it so 
well he converted himself. Any sermon 
that converts the preacher is a great ser- 
mon. 
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George F. Bradford has performed a 
great Kingdom service in writing this 
splendid little book. It is timely. It is 
well written. It abounds in facts and fig- 
ures. It stirs the conscience. It sets forth 
the glories and the joys that come from the 
practice of stewardship. The book comes 
from the heart of a man who has a passion 
for stewardship. He not only preaches it 
faithfully among the churches, but he prac- 
tices what he preaches. His stewardship 
gospel has ‘‘converted’’ many thousands 
to tithing. It is to be hoped that this 
splendid book will win other thousands to 
a practice of tithing and a deeper dedica- 
tion of material possessions and life to the 
Christ who gave all—even himself—for 
them. Let there be a wide use of this book 
as a text for study in Bible classes, Chris- 
tian Endeavor Societies, prayer meetings 
and in other special groups. Following 
every revival or special ingathering, let 
there be a study of this book by the new 
converts for one night a week until the 
book has been completed. Such a plan 
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would go far towards the conservation of 
our evangelism. 

It is a personal pleasure and privilege to 
recommend this book to all the churches. 
Its study will help to solve financial prob- 
lems. Churches and Christians that will 
practice the principles it sets forth will find 
new spiritual tides coming in to the life 
and heart and there will be more money to 
give for the evangelization of the world. 


JESSE M. Banver, 


Secretary of Evangelism, 
United Christian Missionary Society. 





FOREWORD 


When taking up stewardship work seven 
years ago, I had no idea of writing a book 
on the subject. However as the work 
grew, and began to focus the attention of 
the leaders in our brotherhood, at their re- 
peated requests, that this teaching be put 
in book form, I have decided to do so. 

I do not claim any literary value for the 
book nor much originality. The material 
is largely just assembled. I have read 
many bocks and tracts that are not now 
in my possession and am unable to remem- 
ber the source of some of this material. In 
every case where possible to do so, authors 
have been cited. Credit in some instances 
is impossible. 

A debt of gratitude is due many books 
which have been consulted and numerous 
friends who have continually encouraged 
me while pioneering in this work. 

Especially am I indebted to Arthur A. 
Everts, C. F. Swander, John G. Albert and 
Jesse M. Bader. 
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The following books have been studied 
and quoted from: 

The Layman Literature, Stewardship 
Starting Points, by Harvey Reeves Calk- 
ins; A Larger Stewardship, by Chas. A. 
Cook; The Message of Stewardship, by 
Ralph S. Cushman; Modern Stewardship, 
Sermons, The Business Aspect of Chris- 
tian Stewardship, by L. B. Hartman; Our 
Christian Stewarship, by John Wesley 
Duncan; American Tithers, by James L. 
Sayler; The Tithe, by E. B. Stewart, The 
Law of the Tithe, by Arthur V. Babbs; 
Three Greater Successes, by J. S. Huebsch- 
mann; God’s Share, by C. F. Swander; A 
Man and His Money, by Harvey Reeves 
Calkins; God’s Twin Laws, by John G. 
Alber ; The Christian and His Money Prob- 
lems, by Bert Wilson; and others. 

Entertaining the hope that its pages may 
lead our churches to greater spiritual 
heights, this little volume is sent out. 


GrorcE EF’, Braprorp. 
Topeka, Kansas, June 21, 1926. 


CHAPTER I 
THe Worwtp Task 


In Revelation 11:15, John looked with 
prophetic vision down through the ages to 
the time when the ‘‘kingdom of the world 
is become the Kingdom of our Lord, and of 
his Christ.’’ 

For hundreds of years the Jews had been 
looking for the Messiah. They believed 
that he would come and restore to them 
the kingdom, which they understood would 
be the old earthly kingdom. After Jesus 
had been baptized by John the Baptist, he 
called his disciples about him and organ- 
jzed them into a school and for three and 
one-half years taught them things concern- 
ing his kingdom, and promised them that 
he would build the church and give to them 
the keys, which we understand to be the 
terms of salvation. Then after Jesus had 
been crucified, buried and had arisen from 
the dead, he commanded his disciples to go 
into all the world and preach the gospel to 
the whole creation. 
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Jesus gave to his disciples two commis- 
sions. The first contained national and 
geographical boundary lines. They were 
commanded not to go to the Samaritans 
nor Gentiles, but to the Jews. Under the 
second commission given just before he 
went away to heaven, he discarded these 
national and geographical boundary lines 
and commanded them to go into all the 
world. 

If there is one thing the New Testament 
has made plainer than another, it is that 
Jesus came to establish a world-wide king- 
dom. He made the accomplishment of his 
purpose the primary obligation of the 
church. 


Witt Tus PropHecy Be FuLrm.ep? 


No, not under our present system of 
evangelization. We have not only failed to 
evangelize the world, but have failed to 
evangelize our Samaria. We have here in 
America our four hundred thousand In- 
dians in their ignorance and superstition; 
our thirteen millions of Negroes, not con- 
fined to the Southland, but scattered 
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throughout the whole nation; our million 
Mexicans who have crossed over the line 
and our one million lumberjacks and 
miners ministered to only by the I. W. W. 
and others of that type. 
We have not only failed to evangelize 
the world, but have neglected our own for- 
eign-speaking people. There are coming 
to America one million e | emigrants every 
year. Thirty-th three. of our. largest. cities. 
havea forei; elon population greater than the 
native. There are in this country fifteen 
millions of foreign born, three millions of 
whom can neither speak nor write English, 
and three millions of others who prefer 
their own languages and traditions to ours. 
According to estimates given out by the 
Carnegie Institution of Washington, D. C., 
within five eyes the United States 





ei born. fear to their ¢ estimates, 
at that time, the descendants of foreign 
born will a up 51% of our population. 


for the education, evangelization and 
Americanization of our foreigners. Is it 
a ee 
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not a fact, that when the foreigner lands in 
America he falls into the hands of the very 
scum of this country? What chance has 
the average foreigner when he reaches our 
shores? 


As the result of this negligence, we are 
facing a crime wave unprecedented in the 
history of nations. Justice Walter Lloyd 
Smith of the Supreme Court of New York 
on returning from abroad said at a dinner 
given in his honor, ‘‘There is no country 
today where law is less respected or where 
there is such laxity of enforcement as in 
the United States.”’ 

Last. year there were 11,000 rders 
committed in this country. For every 19 
murders committed in London there were 
300 committed in New York City. About 
the same number in Chicago and a like per- 
centage in other cities. Right here in our 
Samaria where there is less excuse for 
crime than in any other, we are breaking 
all crime percentages in modern history. 

Records show that a vast majority of 
these criminals have had no contact with 
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religious influence. It is estimated that 
seven out of every ten of the children in 
this country, Hebrew, Protestant and 
Catholic, have had no religious training. 

Christianity is our only hope. ‘‘It is the 
only influence that can enter the heart of 
a bad man and make him a good man.’’ 
The world will not heal itself. Vice will 
not flee of itself. Crime will not suicide. 
The criminal will not reform himself. 
Every Christian has an influence to exert. 
God help us to wake up and realize that we 
are to be ‘‘his witnesses’’ in our Samaria. 

Then the call comes ringing over the 
restless waves. There are two hundred 
and seven millions bound by caste—Hin- 
duism, one hundred and forty-seven mil- 
lions permeated with atheism—Buddhism, 
one hundred and seven millions under the 
spell of fatalism—Mohammedanism and 
two hundred and fifty millions chained to 
a dead past—Confucianism. There are yet 
one hundred and sixty millions of people 


untouched by any missionary agency. 
This does not inelude sections where mis- 
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sionaries are at work and where the num- 
bers are so overwhelmingly great that they 
cannot be reached, but it does mean that 
there are one hundred and sixty millions 
where no effort is being put forth. 


If one of our missionaries could go to 
Africa and preach to those people at the 
rate of ten thousand a day, let the ten thou- 
sand pass on, never again to hear the gos- 
pel, it would take him forty years to give 
one gospel message to the people of Africa. 
At the same rate it would take ninety years 
to reach with one message the people of 
India, and one hundred and ten years to 
deliver one gospel message to the people 
of China. We wonder sometimes if our 
church members are really serious when 
they consider this condition. 


Many years ago a young man whose soul 
was on fire for evangelism, stood up in a 
convention asking for recognition. The 
chairman said, ‘‘Sit down, you miserable 
enthusiast.”” We wonder sometimes if 
that is not about the attitude of some of 
our church members. 
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‘‘Stir me, O stir me Lord, I care not how, 
But stir my heart in passion for the world. 
Stir me to give, to go, but most to pray. 
Stir, till the blood red banner be unfurled, 
O’er lands that still in deepest darkness lie, 
O’er deserts where no cross is lifted high.’? 


If there ever was a time to be stirred, we 
are living in that time, when the pall of 
tragedy hangs so low over the whole of 
human life, while those who should be in- 
terested sleep on, enwrapped in the soft 
wool of self-indulgence. 


THe Awruu NEEps or THE Non-CHRISTIAN 
‘WoRLD 


In the first place, they are poor. The 
foundations of sound economics have not 
been laid in heathen lands, and cannot be 
until Christianity paves the way. In some 
of these countries the day laborer when he 
can secure work at all receives less than 
ten cents per day, and the average yearly 
income in many cases is less than ten dol- 
lars per year. In Shanghai thirty thou- 
sand girls each year enter factories at one 
cent per hour. No homes or lodging houses 
are open to them and they are herded pro- 
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miscuously with men. Here we find pov- 
erty in all its bitter meaning. 

They are hungry. It is estimated that 
nine-tenths of the people of India are under- 
nourished. Seven hr hundred thousand Jap- 
anese women in the silk and « cotton n ‘mills 
are fed on food unfit for animals. We have 
been concerned about the hungry Armeni- 
ans, but there are more people suffering 
from hunger in one heathen land than have 
suffered in Armenia during the present 
emergency—-and it has been going on for 
ages. 

The physical conditions are appalling. 
These heathen countries are disease smit- 
ten countries. Epidemics run unchecked, 
taking their toll in millions. Millions die 
every year from preventable diseases. The 
average length of an adult life is about 
one-half that of civilized countries. In 
some areas in Indi one-half the babies d die 
before they are one year old. There is an 
army of “physical defectives, most of them 
needlessly so. Our sympathies go out to 
the blind, but in China alone there are one 
million blind and four_hundred_ thousand 
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deaf. In India there are half a million 
blind and one_hundred thousand lepers 
wandering through the villages endanger- 
ing others. We have been distressed to the 
breaking point over the children in Ar- 
menia, but have given little thought to the 
millions in non-Christian lands whose nor- 
mal conditions are far worse. 

The non-Christian world degrades its 
womanhood. No nation can rise higher 
than the e standard s set for its. women. In 
Japan seven out of ten factory workers are 
women. They work at machines from 
eleven to sixteen hours a | day, usually seven 
days per week. In India girls are married 
in infancy and begin to live with their hus- 
bands at eight or nine years of age. In 
China girls are sold into slavery when mere 
babies, and girls of thirteen and fourteen 
are married to men of forty and fifty years 
of age. Too often the baby girl is wel- 
come only for the price she will bring when 
sold. Her body is neglected—her mind is 
ignored. 

Vice and suffering is beyond description. 
We have been wrought up, and should 
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have been, over the sufferings and heart- 
aches of the World War. But there is 
more misery and sorrow every day in 
heathen lands and has been for ages than 
the war brought into the world. Alas! 
Who can paint the picture of slavery, im- 
purity, infanticide, murder and cannibal- 
ism? 

‘*Blot out the past, darken the present, 
hang the curtains to the future in still 
deeper gloom. Paint into this picture mil- 
lions and millions of ignorant, supersti- 
tious, depressed, downtrodden men, women 
and children, waiting in fear and hopeless- 
ness—watching for the morning light.’’ 

‘Oh all-wise God that knoweth the need 
Of these dark lands, with Thee we plead 
For men of faith to face the foe, 
Whose souls with love are set aglow, 


Who from conviction say, ‘I’ll go’ 
For such, dear Lord, we plead.’’ 


THE Onty Hops Is Curistianiry 


We have briefly stated the needs of the 
non-Christian world. They appear in indi- 
viduals and in the whole of social and na- 
tional life. These must in the end be met 
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by religion—not by non-Christian religions 
for they have failed to bring relief. In 
Turkey we have the results of Mohamme- 
danism, in India Hinduism, in China Con- 
fucianism and in Japan Buddhism. With 
no outside hindrance, with a free field for 
ages, these non-Christian religions have 
either produced the evils mentioned above, 
or have stood by and watched them de- 
velop. 

If these needs are to be met by Christian- 
ity, two things are necessary. First, we 
must throw our lives into this work, and 
second, we must put our money behind our 
lives. The nations are accessible as they 
never were before. Modern progress has 
squeezed the bigness out a of this old 1 world, 
and brought the farthest nations to the 
finger tips of the church. When Morrison 
first went out to the mission field, it was 
78 days from London to New York and 
four months from New York to China. 
When Jules Verne wrote Around the 
World in Eighty Days, people smiled. To- 
day the journey may be made in less than 
half the time. 
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Then the nations are plastic to degree 
never before known. As heat, pressure 
and decay have a tendency to make phys- 
ical forces plastic, there are intellectual, 
moral and physical forces that have a like 
effect upon men. As great heat applied to 
metal fuses it, so the thoughts and influ- 
ences of the present age will fuse the 
heathen nations. While the world is in this 
plastic state is the time to place upon it the 
stamp of Christianity, before it cools and 
hardens. We must wake up from our sleep 
of indifference and realize that Jesus out- 
lined a well-defined program, the result of 
which would be education, civilization and 
happiness in every part of the earth. 

Four years ago our United Christian 
Missionary Society sent out to the Orient 
twenty-six missionaries. The next morn- 
ing the San Francisco papers mentioned 
the sailing of the ‘‘Golden State,’’ the 
great ship upon which our missionaries 
had taken passage. The papers mentioned 
the fact that many prominent personages 
had gone over on the ‘‘Golden State.”’ 
Our Minister to Japan, a young couple who 
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were to teach in a university and a score 
of others, but not one word about the 
twenty-six missionaries who had gone over 
to preach the unsearchable riches of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, which had made 
possible our sending a minister to Japan, 
and had made possible the university in 
which the young people were to teach. 
Seemingly the editors of the San Francisco 
papers did not know where to place the 
emphasis. Too many forget that Chris- 
tianity has given birth to the greatest in- 
ventions. It gave us the steam, the elec- 
tricity, built our railroads, tunneled the 
mountains and ploughed through the dry 
land a canal from sea to sea. Nations 
have been brought closer to each other and 
into a knowledge of each other’s civiliza- 
tions and conditions and as a result hea- 
thenism is losing its hold upon its followers 
as they have opportunity. And yet we, a 
great people, are sending out about three 
hundred and fifty missionaries when we 
ought to be sending more than eight thou- 
sand. 
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The only hope is the gospel. ‘The 
church’s mission is to ‘‘GO.’’ This is a 
mighty truth that must burn itself into the 
hearts and lives of our people. 

The American Tobacco Trust adopted a 
slogan, ‘‘A cigarette between the lips of 
every Chinaman.’’ In order for that to 
come to pass there must be created a mar- 
ket for cigarettes. The method of creating 
a market is to flood China with free ciga- 
rettes. The American Tobacco Trust’s 
solution to the problem of approach is to 
flood China with millions of free cigarettes. 
So the church’s method of approach must 
be to send over free samples. The world 
needs a flesh and blood manifestation of 
the sweetening and purifying power of the 
life of Christ. This can only be accom- 
plished by sending spirit-filled men and 
women. 


A Puan For SENDING THE GosPEL 


Our watchword should be, ‘‘Ever on- 
ward and forward at any cost.’’ Perhaps 
the most ridiculous thing that could be 
mentioned, would be a machine out in front 
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of your home, one of those polished ma- 
chines in all of its completeness, with just 
one thing lacking, and that would be mo- 
tive power. We need a plan that will drive 
the matchless machinery of a triumphant 
cause until it will batter down every hea- 
then door. God has revealed the plan, and 
after more than one hundred years of 
teaching what we consider fundamentals 
we have omitted one of the very founda- 
tion stones. 


This plan is recognized in the Old Bible, 
practiced by Abraham and Jacob, written 
into the Jewish law for the Jewish people 
because it was God’s plan, commended by 
Jesus, implied in the teachings of Paul, 
urged and indorsed by the church fathers, 
acknowledged and accepted by Christian 
leaders down through the centuries. It is 
a sacred relationship into which the indi- 
vidual himself must enter. It means spir- 
itual development and financing the King- 
dom. It would mean the evangelization 
of the world in one generation. 


Christianizing our wealth would solve 
our problems. ‘‘Our shortage is not in 
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men, nor in money, but in the consecration 
of money.’’ It is not more drives we need, 
but more desire to do God’s will; not more 
impulse, but more religion, more honoring 
God through obedience to his laws in ac- ~ 
cepting the ratio that he has set. We have 
preached obedience for more than one hun- 
dred years. We have boasted of ‘‘speak- 
ing where the Bible speaks,’’ and the Bible 
has spoken in no uncertain sound. God’s 
financial system has been revealed. For 
more than one hundred years we have 
boasted about ‘‘our plea’’ but have not 
learned to put the plan behind the plea. It 
is an inescapable fact that the church’s 
greatest visible need is money. Couple 
with this another inescapable fact—church 
members have all the money that is needed. 

Money is stored up power in our posses- 
sion. It may be compared to electricity. 
Electricity has always existed, the world 
has always been full of it, but only recently 
have we learned to use this God-given 
power. It lights our homes and drives our 
machinery. The electrical energy that is 
produced today does the work of two hun- 
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dred and ninety million pairs of human 
hands, and is yet in its infancy. Electric- 
ity has only covered five per cent of its 
possibilities. It is just so with wealth and 
money. There is much of it in the world, 
but it has not been released for Kingdom 
service. It must be piped and directed. 
The pipes through which it will be led to 
extend the Kingdom of our Lord are the 
teachings of Christian Stewardship and 
Tithing. 

What would happen if every church 
member in America would play fair with 
the Lord by setting aside for him that 
which the Bible states belongs to him? 
According to government figures the Prot- 
estant churches last year robbed the Lord 
of over one billion dollars. If this amount 
were spent wisely and honestly, such a sum 
would establish all the necessary addi- 
tional schools to fit our young men and 
women for a religious life. It would oper- 
ate all the hospitals and training schools 
needed to treat all those who must go 
through life with physical handicaps. It 
would furnish sufficient money in a few 
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years time to teach every living soul the 
principles of righteousness. Such a system 
would not only finance the Kingdom, but 
would mark a distinct era of a spiritual 
enlargement of the lives of those who prac- 
tice the system. Its potentialities cannot 
be measured. 


Our TRUSTEESHIP 


‘‘Stewardship means trusteeship and 
trusteeship involves administration. Man 
is to acquire his income, care for it, spend 
it, distribute it as a steward of it and re- 
sponsible to God for what he does w with it. 
No man has a right to say he will do as he 
pleases with his money. It is God’s money. 
He is to administer it for God. He is to 
honor God in the use he makes of it.’’— 
Chas. Cook, The Larger Stewardship. 

The program of Jesus involves money. 
This money must come from his followers. 
Jesus said, ‘‘Go into all the world,’’ and 
we cannot do it without money. God has 
made the advancement of his cause depend- 
ent upon money. It has been said, ‘‘If 
money is such a factor in saving the world, 
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why does not God miraculously turn the 
mountains into gold?" God could do this, 
but he is not going to do it, for the reason 
that he has placed his material resources 
in the hands of stewards _ and unless - they - 
are faithful, he _ “cannot. realize ‘his, own 
silver 2 and nd gold. We can read in 1 big let- 

ters why the church is at a low ebb. We 
have cheapened it in the eyes of the world. 

The man on the outside has very _ little con- 


amet need 





When the church gets its 1 nerve and ie 
God’s financial system, it will place itself 
on a self-respecting level in the eyes of the 
world. 

‘‘The church has reached a crisis where 
it will be crippled by defeat or strength- 
ened by victory. The battle ground is at 
home. Victory at home means victory 
abroad. Defeat at home means defeat 
everywhere.’” ‘‘God has honored our gen- 
eration. He has placed dazzling opportuni- 
ties before it. He has flung wide open the 
doors of success in all parts of the world, 
and in his unerring wisdom he has chosen 





3Cushman in “The Message of Stewardship.” 
2Duncan in “Our Christian Stewardship.” 
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our generation of Christians to face the re- 
sponsibility of evangelization.’” 

Then in humiliation, we face the fact 
that under our present financial system it 
is impossible to go into all the world with 
the gospel. Jesus said, ‘‘Go.’’ The na- 
tions are calling us to come. For more 
than one hundred years we have been 
preaching obedience and today face the 
fact that we are guilty of disobedience. 

‘Tf the forces of Christianity were one 
hundred per cent mobilized for service, if 
the principles of Christian stewardship — 
were incorporated into the lives of church 
members and made the standard of Chris- 
tian living, what would be the result? 
There would be no lack of workers, no gaps 
to be filled, no lack of men or means for 
missions and nothing to hinder the king- 
dom of this world from becoming the King- 
dom of our Lord and of his Christ.’” 

An old legend says that when Jesus en- 
tered heaven and angels gathered about 
him and asked about the extension of his 
Kingdom on earth, the Savior replied, ‘‘T 





‘Murray in “The Call of a World Task.” 
Cook in “The Larger Stewardship.” 
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have left my apostles thoroughly trained 
and equipped to preach the gospel.’? Then 
said the angels, ‘‘After awhile they will 
die.’”’ The Savior replied, ‘‘They will 
train and equip others, and they others, on - 
down through the ages.’? But said the 
angels, ‘‘What if they should prove un- 
faithful?’’ With a look of sadness, the 
Savior replied, ‘‘I have made no other pro- 
vision.’ 

God never preached the gospel, an angel 
never preached it and Jesus never 
preached it. In every case in the Acts of 
the Apostles where the question was asked 
in regard to salvation, there was a man 
present to answer it. The gospel is to be 
preached from the lips of men. 

We are responsible for the salvation of 
the world. Jesus said, ‘‘Go.”’ 


‘‘Tt may not be on the mountain’s height, 
Or over the stormy sea, 
It may not be at the battle’s front 
My Lord will have need of me. 
But if by a still, small voice He ealls, 
To paths that I do not know, 
I’ll answer, ‘Dear Lord, with my hand in thine, 
I’ll go where you want me to go.’ ”’ 
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QUESTIONS FoR STUDY 


1. What did John see as he looked with 
prophetic vision down through the ages? 

2. Under the present system of evangeli- 
zation will this prophecy ever be fulfilled? 

3. Discuss the conditions we are facing 
in this old world beginning with our own 
nation and extending on through heathen- 
ism with its awful picture of slavery, im- 
purity, infanticide, murder and cannibal- 
ism. 

4. What has modern progress done for 
the bigness of this old world? 

5. While the nations are plastic to a de- 
gree never before known, what should be 
the attitude of the Christian nations? 

6. Discuss the slogan of the American 
Tobacco Trust as applied to sending mis- 
sionaries. 

7. What would happen if our church 
members played fair with the Lord by set- 
ting aside for him that which the Bible 
states belongs to him? (Consider this in 
connection with question 3.) 

8. Has a man a right to do as he pleases 
with his money? 
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9. Why do we read in big letters that the 
church is at a low ebb? 

10. What sort of a crisis has the church 
reached? 

11. Give the old legend about Jesus en- 
tering heaven and being questioned by the 
angels. 

12. In apostolic days in every case where 
the question was asked in regard to salva- 
tion, by whom was it answered? 


For MepiTaTion 
God has a life plan for every human life in the 
eternal councils of his will. When he arranged the 
destiny of every star and every sand-grain and every 
grass blade and each of those tiny insects which live 
but for an hour, the Creator had a thought for you 
and me. 

Our life was to be the slow unfolding of this thought, 
as the corn stalk from the corn or the flower from the 
gradually opening bud. It was a thought of what we 
were to be, of what we might become, of what he 
would have us do with our days and years of influence 
with our lives—Henry Drummond. 


I am a child in the darkness, 
A little frightened child, 
The winds are moaning about me 
And the storm in my heart is wild. 
My fear would increase to terror, 
Only wherever I stand, 
It is mine to feel, for my comfort, 
The nee of my Father’s hand. 
—Marianne Farmingham. 
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StTewarpsHie ScRIPTURE REFERENCES 


God’s Ownership 


In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God and the Word was God. 

The same was in the beginning with God. 

All things were made by him; and without him was 
not anything made that was made.—John 1:1-3. 


For by him were all things created, that are in 
heaven, and that are in the earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones or dominions, or principalities, 
or powers: all things were created by him, and for 
him: 

And he is before all things, and by him all things 
consist.—Colossians 1:16-17. 


God that made the world and all things therein, 
seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth 
not in temples made with hands; 

Neither is worshiped with men’s hands, as though 
he needed anything, seeing he giveth to all life, and 
breath, and all things——Acts 17 :24-25. 


The earth is Jehovah’s and the fulness thereof, 


The world and they that dwell therein. For he hath 
founded it upon the seas, 


And established it upon the floods—Psalm 24:1. 
Behold unto Jehovah thy God, belongeth heaven and 


the heaven of heavens, the earth with all that is therein. 
—Deuteronomy 10:14. 


The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith 
Jehovah of hosts.—Haggai 2:8. 
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For every beast of the forest is mine, 

And the cattle upon a thousand hills. 

I know all the fowls of the mountains; 

And the wild beasts of the field are mine. 

If I were hungry, I would not tell thee; 

For the world is mine, and the fulness thereof.— 
Psalm 50:10, 11, 12. 


Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father of lights—James 1:17, 


Ye are not your own. For ye were bought with a 
price; glorify God therefore in your body.—1 Corinthians 
6:19-20. 


Not one of them said that aught of the things which 
he possessed was his own; but they had all things com- 
mon.—Acts 4:32. 


CHAPTER II 


RELIGIous PAUPERISM 


As the disciples were gathered about 
Jesus just before he started away to 
heaven, he made the most wonderful dec- 
laration that ever fell from the lips of man. 
Here we have the world’s greatest sermon 
in about sixty words. We have the intro- 
duction, the four points of argument and 
the conclusion. 

In the introduction he says, ‘‘ All author- 
ity hath been given unto me in heaven and 
on earth.’’ Jesus could not consistently 
have used such language until he had gone 
down into the grave and had fought with 
death. Then after he came forth gloriously 
victorious over death, he could say, ‘‘ All 
authority hath been given unto me.’’ Then 
follows the four points of argument: First, 
he says, ‘‘Go ye therefore’’; second, ‘‘ Make 
disciples of all the nations’’; third, ‘‘Bap- 
tizing them into the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit’’; 
fourth, ‘‘Teaching them to observe all 
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things whatsoever I have commanded 
you’’; and in the conclusion, ‘‘ And lo, I am 
with you always, even unto the end of the 
world.’’ Jesus here outlined the greatest 
task that has ever been committed to man. 


Conpitions We Arr Factnc AFTER Two - 
THOUSAND YEARS 


We sing, ‘‘Like a mighty army moves 
the church of God,”’ and yet the church of 
God has never moved like a mighty arr army. 
For more than one hundred years we have 
been preaching the commission. We have 
been pointing back to the Apostolic 
Church. All these years our aim has been 
to restore the New Testament Church, and 
in part we have succeeded. Our motto has 
been, ‘‘Where the Scriptures speak, we 
speak,’’ and in part we do. We have or- 
ganized churches, established schools, 
founded hospitals, and sent out a few mis- 
sionaries. We have grown to be a great 
people, a million four hundred and fifty 
thousand, and yet as compared with scrip- 
tural methods, we are more than four hun- 
dred per cent inefficient. 
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When we think of the littleness of our 
program, we are humiliated. Jesus said, 
‘“Go,’’? and still whole races are without 
God. Here in what we call Christian 
America are five and one-half millions of 
illiterates over ten years of age, twenty- 
seven millions of s of young people under twen- 
ty-five years of age without any religious 
teaching of any kind, and fifty -eight mil- 
lions of people not identified with any 
church. 

Then over the sea are one billion two 
hundred millions who have never heard of 
Jesus. When we talk about a billion two 
hundred millions, it is a mathematical ab- 
straction. It is not a gripping fact. We 
need some sort of a concrete picture. If 
those who never yet have heard of Jesus 
marched in procession double column, 
three feet apart, they would form a line six 
hundred and thirty-three thousand miles 
in length, or twenty-five times around the 
earth at the equator. If they marched two 
hundred abreast they would form a pro- 
cession that would reach from New York 
to San Francisco. 
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In Africa there are one hundred and fifty 
millions calling to us to save them from 
Mohammedanism and materialism. In In- 
dia, three hundred and fifty millions call- 
ing to us to save them from the curse of 
easte and the menace of illiteracy. In 
China, four hundred millions calling to us 
to save them from their ignorance and su- 
perstition. About forty millions of these 
people die every year. While for one hun- 
dred years we have boasted of speaking 
where the Bible speaks we are facing the 
fact that the best institutions of God and 
humanity are begging for an existence 
which is almost denied, and we are facing 
a spiritual illiteracy that is the greatest 
evil of organized society, and the forerun- 
ner of moral bankruptcy. 


Wuy THEsE Conpirions? 


Why this one billion two hundred mil- 
lions in their poverty and distress? Jesus 
gave a positive divine command to ‘‘go.’’ 
He outlined a program that would carry 
education, civilization and happiness to the 
ends of the earth. The program Jesus 
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outlined involves money. We cannot edu- 
cate young people, send ships across the 
sea and build and equip hospitals without 
money. This is an inescapable fact that 
we shall face in the day of judgment. 
After all we do and say and after all our 
training under expert leadership, we can- 
not get away from the fact that ‘‘God has 
seen fit to make the advancement of his 
cause dependent upon money. When we 
stop the flow of money, we arrest the prog- 
ress of the Kingdom of God.’’ 


We are living in an age of wealth. The 
American people are fabulously wealthy in 
the eyes of five-sixths of the world. Our 
farmers, laborers and wage earners are not 
to be compared with those of similar occu- 
pations in other lands. America is rich, 
luxury loving, money mad and pleasure 
mad. Our spending surpasses the fondest 
hopes of the people of any other country. 
Last year the American people spent for 
luxuries twelve billions of dollars. Twenty 
per _cent_of the total national income was 
spent for luxuries. The average family 
that does not own its home spends seven- 
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teen per cent of the income for things they 
do not need. Fifty millions for chewing 
gum, seven hundred _and fifty millions for 
cosmetics, five hundred millions for jew- 
elry, five hundred and fifty millions for 
movies, ete. If the Protestant churches of 
America should ask for a budget of twelve 
billions what would people say? 


There is nothing so dangerous to the 
spiritual life as withholding that which be- 
longs to God. Individuals have died spir- 
itually and churches have died and been 
sold and in most cases this can be traced to 
the sin of covetousness. Our churches are 
full of this sin. In many eases it is clothed 
in respectability, yet it is a giant enemy 
of the Kingdom of God. The sin of covet- 
ousness is the greatest of all sins. It 
means separation from God and spiritual 
death. This sin made Achan a thief. And 
as a result of the same sin Ananias became 
a liar and Judas betrayed Jesus. Sin 
never stops at its source. Achan’s sin led 
to the defeat of Israel’s army. Note the 
comparison between Israel’s army humbled 
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in defeat and the modern church unable to 
go forward under the command of Jesus. 

Mr. Babbs in The Law of the Tithe, says, 
‘So far as heaven is concerned, multitudes 
of Christians have been in the poorhouse 
with a bankruptcy without remedy because 
their covetousness was wilfully incurable.”’ 

Bishop Bashford said, ‘‘There are mil- 
lionaires who through eternity will be 
poorer than the children of the alms- 
houses.’’ 

‘*What a man does with his money is the 
infallible test of his character.” In fact, 
what a man wants to do with the money he 
may make is the test of that man’s charac- 
ter. ‘‘What a man does with his money 
expresses what he is doing with himself. 
No man can do better with himself than he 
does with his money.’” 

Two men were talking about a friend 
who had died. One of them asked, ‘‘How 
much did John leave?’’ The friend re- 
plied, ‘‘He left all he had.’? This man had 
lived to make money. Money making had 
been his objective when it should have 
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been his means. He made money, but he 
kept it. He died and went out of this 
world like thousands of his kind, a pauper, 
for the reason that he had not exchanged 
his money into lives and sent it on ahead. 

All around us are our Christian univer- 
sities, our missionary societies, our orphan ~ 
homes, where we may exchange our money 
and our property into lives and souls and 
send it on that there may be something 
waiting on the other side. 

L. B. Hartman in The Business Aspect 
of Christian Stewardship, says, ‘‘I greatly 
doubt whether the church of God has a foe, 
either at home or in heathen lands, more 
formidable than this misuse of God’s 
money by some of its members. Misuse is 
abuse, and abuse is crime, and crime is sin, 
the erying sin of the age. It is covetous- 
ness which is idolatry.’’ 

The old saying that, ‘‘The best way to 
learn a man is to live with him”’ is not cor- 
rect. The best way to learn a man is to 
have money dealings with him. A menu 
card in a restaurant in Saint Louis reads 
as follows, ‘‘Please do not ask for credit, 
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once we had a friend who always paid 


‘ eash. One day we trusted our friend and 


lost our cash and our friend.”’ 


Money is the most dangerous force in the 
world. The most perilous force. Big easy 
money will get a man’s soul quicker than 
anything else, and if it does not get his, it 
will get his children’s. Keep your eye on 
the boy or girl turned loose with a big car 
and check book. James Whitcomb Riley 
said, 

“‘T’ve half way struck the notion, 
Thinkin’ of wealth and sich, 


There’s nothin’ more patheticer 
Than jest bein’ rich.’’ 


When a man makes money, one of two 
things happens. Hither God gets his share 
of the money, or the money gets the man. 
To reach old age possessed only of money 
and a desire to increase it, is not success in 
life. It is a sad and terrible failure; better 
die a pauper in purse than a pauper in 
soul; better fail to get money than to let 
money get you. ‘‘There is a parable of \ 
a man who had a pond of water on his 
land. The story teaches a great lesson. 


RELIGIOUS PAUPERISM 49 


‘The pond owner was always hoarding wa- 
ter, turning every little ditch into his pond, 
setting tubs and buckets under every eave 
and spout and carrying water to put into 
it. He envied even the birds what they 
drank, fearing lest some day the pond 
would be dry and he would perish of thirst. 
But coming one day with an unusually 
heavy load of water he slipped and fell 
into his pond and was drowned. Many 
people do as the pond owner did. They 
hoard, they gather, they begrudge others 
who receive a little from their pond of 
wealth, and ultimately they are overcome 
and overwhelmed, and destroyed through 
their pond of money and property.’” 


Why the tremendous emphasis Jesus 
placed upon wealth? The only answer to 
be given is, he watched it drag souls down 
to ruin. He watched its effects upon the 
lives of those around him. The crime of 
the ages has been the prostitution of money 
and it has been the crime of our age. 
Money is a divine institution. A man’s 
very life blood, his very life brain goes into 
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the production of money. A man will rake, 
muck and scrape for money. We have 
recklessly and relentlessly desecrated it. 
More suffering has come to the human race 
because of the abuse of money than from 
any other one cause; empires wrecked, na- 
tions brought to ruin, homes rent asunder, 
not because of want and penury, but be- 
cause of the wicked abuse of money. The 
two most intense of all the parables, the 
two which lead the rest in love and terror 
(that of the Prodigal and Dives) relate, 
both of them, to the management of riches. 

We often hear it said, ‘‘Oh, I am so 
tired of all this talk about giving, why 
not change the subject? It is give, give 
until one cannot attend church with any 
degree of satisfaction.’’ Well, suppose 
God should say, ‘‘I am getting tired of all 
my giving when you are giving nothing in 
return.’’ With some church members it is 
all inlet and no outlet. There is also much 
said about dedicating lives to Christian 
service. Is it not just as sacred to dedicate 
money as life? 
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Is It Goop Business To. PAUPERIZE THE 
CHURCH? 


Last year the Protestant church mem- 
bers of America raised for Christian work 
a little less than five hundred millions of 
dollars. While they were doing this, as we 
have already stated, the American people 
spent for Inxuries twelve billions of dollars. 
If the Roman Catholics raised an equal 
amount, we would have for Kingdom work 


approximately one billion. 





While the entire religious forces raised | 


less than one billion for God, the American 


| 


people spent for things they did not need 
twelve billions. 

A lot of our church members seemingly 
forget that property values depend upon 
the presence of churches. That is the very 
reason the infidel is not investing his 
money in churchless communities. The 
Noon-Day Luncheon Club of Pittsfield, Ili- 
nois, appointed a committee to submit a 
report as to the commercial value of Pike 
County. The committee was made up of 
representatives from all the Protestant 
churches and the Catholic church of Pitts- 
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field. They reported the commercial value 
of Pike County to be approximately forty 
millions of dollars. 


Following this, a questionnaire was sent 
to one hundred of the leading business 
men, asking what in their estimation would 
be the depreciation of this property should 
the church and_its influences_be. removed 
from the county. No one estimated under 
twenty-five per cent, 80 so we will assume that 
twenty-five per cent is beyond question. If 
these figures and estimates are true, the 
church and its influences in Pike County, 
Illinois, are creating property to the 
amount of ten millions of dollars. The 
good farmer or business man ought to be 
able to realize five per cent on the invest 
ment. Five per cent of ten millions would 
be five hundred thousand dollars. The en- 
tire upkeep of these churches is less than 
one hundred thousand dollars. So accord- 
ing to the estimate of the business men 
(not the preachers) of Pike County, Tlli- 
nois, the church as an investment yields 
five dollars to one. 
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Has the average church member stopped 
to consider the worth of the church to so- 
ciety? The evils of society absorb more 
of the people’s money than the church. It. 
will cost more in every case to support 
courts and lawyers than it will cost to sup- 
port churches and preachers. It will cost 
more every time to take care of a drunken 
man than a sober man. It will cost more 
to convict and punish a criminal than it 
would to have educated and saved the 
criminal. Last year crime cost more than 
the upkeep of our - Government, 


There is something wrong with the view- 
point of a church member wl who ) spends more 
for luxuries than he pays_to the church. 
The world dies in sin and our ministers are \ 
spending sleepless nights and are nerv-| 
ously overwrought in trying to extract/| 
without pain sufficient funds to finance the 
Lord’s work, while the church limps along 
with fifty per cent efficiency. It reminds 
one of the idolater who went out into the 
forest and cut down some trees. With a 
part he warmed himself, with a part he 
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baked his bread and with the residue 
thereof he made him a God. 


Our RESPONSIBILITIES 


Jesus said, ‘‘Ye shall be my witnesses 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of 
the earth.’’ Jesus did not say, If it hap- 
pens to be convenient I would like to have 
you go, or, If your debts are all paid and 
your wardrobe supplied and your homes 
paid for, but with the burden of a lost 
world upon his heart, he unflinchingly 
flung the command ‘‘@o.’’ The question 
arises, did Jesus mean what he said? We 
should be just as strong for the twenty- 
eighth chapter of Matthew as for the sec- 
ond chapter of Acts. 

Yes, it will cost something. It will cost 
a lot more than it ever has cost. God has 
never accepted a religion in any age of the 
world that did not cost something. ‘‘Think 
what it cost that we might have the gos- 
pel? Who can estimate what it has cost 
down through the centuries to preserve it 
and pass it on? It has cost beyond ealeula- 
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tion.’’ Occasionally we hear some man 
say, ‘‘I do not owe any man a dollar.’”’ If 
you have ever said that, do not say it any 
more. ‘‘We owe for everything that we 
have and are. In this age of safe homes, 
protected rights and Christian civilization, 
we are debtor both to God and man. We 
are not our own. We have been bought 
with a price, and our Lord has a right to 
the utmost of self and service.’” 

In many cases we have made it too easy 
to to get into the church and too easy _t to re- 
main in good standing. Living the Chris- 
tian life is not an easy matter. Jesus de- 
manded separation from the world. There 
are too many of the Laodicean type. They 
are neither hot nor cold. No passion nor 
enthusiasm. Morally indifferent. There 
are too many church members like Bill’s 
dad. John and Bill were discussing their 
dads. John said, ‘‘My dad is a member of 
the church.’’ Bill replied, ‘‘So is mine.’’ 
John said, ‘‘ Well, he isn’t worth anything 
to the church, he never comes and he never 
pays.’’ Bill replied, ‘‘Is that so? The 
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trouble with your dad is, that he is just an 
ordinary member. My dad is an honorary 
member and honorary members belong to 
everything and don’t have to pay for any- 
thing.’’ 


It is this class of church members that 
account for our deficits and unmanned de- 
partments. The b-e-s-t-s of a man’s life go 
into the production of money. Unless God 
comes first in the money, he cannot come 
first_in the life. If the landlord and mer- 
chant receive first consideration, God can- 
not come first. God cannot come first when 
we place him second, third and fourth. 
Our church members must begin to under- 
stand that a relationship exists between a 
man’s pay check and his spiritual life. 
You can tell the way a man is interested 
in a thing by the way he puts his money 
into it. 





Years ago in our schoolhouse churches 


| in Missouri it was customary to let the 
| preacher get on starvation about once 


every six months and then take up a collec- 


tion for him. One Lord’s Day morning a 
_ motion was made that something be raised 
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for the preacher. The ruling elder ob- 
jected, saying it was not scriptural—that a 
minister ought to have souls for his labor. 
The preacher replied, ‘‘Brother I cannot | 
eat souls, and if I could it would take about | 
seventy-five like yours to make me one. | 
breakfast.’”’ 

We talk about love and sacrifice, and we 
ought to be ashamed of ourselves. No man 
ever sacrificed anything for that. which } he 
loved. We do not sacrifice for our families, 
and we did not sacrifice for our Govern- 
ment during the war, for the reason that 
we love our families and love our country. 
Some brother will sing, 


\<¢Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small.’’ 


while he holds a song book in one hand, 
and with the other hand in his pocket 
scratches the edge of a penny to be sure it 
isn’t a dime. 

We are responsible for putting a little 
business into Christianity. Vice-President 
Fairbanks said, ‘‘It is not more religion in 
business we need, but more business in re- 
ligion.’? What a lot of our churches need 
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to make them progressive and powerful is 
a little consecrated business management. 
The disciples of Christ took his commands 
seriously and literally and made it the busi- 
ness of their lives to ‘‘go.’? There are cer- 
tain fundamental business laws that must 
be observed if one succeeds. It makes no 
difference whether he runs a peanut stand 
or a bank, he must observe these funda- 
mental business laws. If you should call 
together the business men of any commu- 
nity and ask them to name the one institu- 
tion which is succeeding in so far as it is 
succeeding, while ignoring the common 
fundamental laws of business, they will 
answer—the church. Instead of being 
founded on system the church is founded 
on custom and emotionalism and it is give, 
give, beg, beg, and no law of debt is rec- 
ognized. God’s cause must live on left 
overs, and if there are no left overs, if our 
desires and whims consume it all—the 
church must go without. From now on, 
going into all the world must be the busi- 
ness and not the charity of the church. 
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We are responsible for teaching the 
things revealed in the Bible. The only rea- 
son for observing certain things is that 
they have been revealed. In the beginning 
of the race God established his right to say. 
what he should receive. It comes bearing 
the seal of God. It comes clothed with 
divine authority. We cannot substitute for 
God’s plans. Our people would not think 
of substituting for baptism or for the 
Lord’s Supper. Neither should we think 
of substituting for God’s financial system. 


There has been no pericd in the history 
of this old world so marked by convulsions 
and upheavals as the first quarter of the 
present century. These awful times have 
changed the entire outlook of history. This 
old world has been re-mapped. It has been 
re-built. We are living in a new world. 
We will never live again in the old world 
in which we lived before the World War. 


‘(We are living, we are dwelling, 
In a grand and awful time. 
In an age on ages telling, 
To be living is sublime.’’ 
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These disturbances have created a call, a 
challenge to the church. It is greater than 
that of any previous age. It is a universal 
call. The King’s business requires haste. 


S. Earl Taylor said, ‘‘ We face the trag- 
edy of a dying world, and the peril of a 
nation rich beyond all compare, called of 
God to service and hesitating in her choice 
between a life of sacrificial endeavor and 
one of selfish indulgence. This constitutes 
an emergency unparalleled in all the Chris- 
tian centuries.”’ 


The only hope is the gospel. The 
church’s mission is, ‘‘Go.’’ We cannot say 
we are ignorant of the command. It is an 
old threadbare text that has been worn by 
constant use until sometimes we fear it 
has lost its grip and power to stimulate. If 
we lose the spirit of ‘‘go,’? we lose the 
very Christian spirit. 

The command has been given. It has not 
been obeyed. We are the people respon- 
sible. No one else is responsible. The 
angels are not responsible. God never 
commanded them to go into all the world 
and preach the gospel. The unconverted 
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are not responsible. God never commanded 
them to preach the gospel. This work has 
been ours down through the centuries. 

Then in humiliation and disgrace we face. 
the fact that we have not gone. We have 
lived in disobedience. Millions have not 
heard. No one has told them. 


‘<The restless millions wait, 
The light whose dawning, 
Makes all things new. 
Christ also waits, 
But men are slow and late. 
Have we done what we could? 
Have I? Have you?’’ 


QUESTIONS FOR STUDY 


1. Upon whom does the responsibility of 
carrying the gospel into all the world rest? 

2. Give something of the conditions we 
are facing in the home and foreign lands 
and why these conditions exist. 

3. Discuss the disproportion between the 
amount spent upon luxuries and that de- 
voted to the Kingdom of God. 

4. What is the greatest of all sins and do 
we find it in the average church? 
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5. What is the infallible test of a man’s 
character? 


6. Is there a way in which we may send 
our money on ahead, so to speak, and how? 

7. Why do you think Jesus talked so 
much about money? 


8. What startling revelation came from 
the action of the Noon-Day Luncheon Club 
of Pittsfield, Illinois? 

9. Is it a fact that the evils of society ab- 
sorb more of the people’s money than the 
church? 

10. What did Vice-President Fairbanks 
say about religion in business? 


11. What institution is succeeding in as 
far as it is succeeding while ignoring the 
common fundamental laws of business? 

12. Will God’s cause prosper while being 
supported on ‘‘left overs’’? 

13. We cannot substitute for baptism, 
why should we substitute for God’s finan- 
cial system? 

14. Is the call and challenge to the 
church of this age greater than that of any 
previous age and why? 
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15. What humiliating fact do we face at 
the close of this chapter? 


For MEpDITATION 


Money talks. It expresses what its possessors actually - 
are * * * * Yes, money talks, and while it is true 
that it is not on speaking terms with every one, and 
to many it may only say ‘‘Good-bye,’’ yet it speaks a 
various language which reveals the true inwardness of 
man.—David McConaughy. 


We must not approach the principle of tithing from 
any narrow or legalized standpoint, but surely we 
should dedicate to the service of God at least one-tenth 
of our income as an acknowledgment of God’s owner- 
ship of all—J. J. Stowe. 


I wanted the gold, and I sought it. 

I scrabbled and mucked like a slave. 
Was it famine or scurvy, I fought it; 
I hurled my youth into a grave. 


I wanted the gold, and I got it. 

Came out with a fortune last fall, 

Yet somehow life’s not what I thought it, 
And somehow, the gold isn’t all. 


—Robert Service. 


STEWARDSHIP SCRIPTURE REFERENCES 


Danger of Riches 
But thou shalt remember Jehovah thy God, for it is 
he that giveth thee power to get wealth; that he may 
establish his covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, 
as at this day.—Deuteronomy 8:18. 
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As the partridge that sitteth on eggs which she hath 
not laid, so is he that getteth riches, and not by 
right; in the midst of his days they shall leave him, 
and at his end he shall be a fool—Jeremiah 17:11. 


The sleep of a laboring man is sweet, whether he 
eat little or much; but the fulness of the rich will not 
suffer him to sleep.—Hcclesiastes 5:12. 

But they that are minded to be rich fall into a 
temptation and a snare and many foolish and hurtful 
lusts, such as drown men in destruction and perdition. 
For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil: 
which some reaching after have been led astray from 
the faith, and have pierced themselves through with 
many sorrows.—l Timothy 6:9, 10. 


Lo, this is the man that made not God his strength, 
But trusted in the abundance of his riches, 
And strengthened himself in his wickedness. 
But as for me, I am like a green olive-tree in the house 
of God: 
I trust in the lovingkindness of God for ever and ever. 
—Psalm 52:7, 8. 


And Jesus looking upon him loved him, and said unto 
him, One thing thou lackest: go, sell whatsoever thou 
hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure 
in heaven: and come, follow me. But his countenance 
fell at the saying, and he went away sorrowful: for 
he was one that had great possessions.—Mark 10:21, 22. 


And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The 
ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: 
and he reasoned within himself, saying, What shall I 
do, because I have not where to bestow my fruits? 
And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, 
and build greater; and there will I bestow all my grain 
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and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou 
hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine 
ease, eat, drink, be merry. But God said unto him, 
Thou foolish one, this night is thy soul required of 
thee; and the things which thou hast prepared, whose 
shall they be? So is he that layeth up treasure for 
himself, and is not rich toward God.—Luke 12:16-21. 


CHAPTER III 


A Square Deat For Gop 


Christian Stewardship is is not a financial 
plan but a fundamental principle, and the 
principle is that God is the owner and man 
is a steward and owes God a debt. Men 
everywhere plead for a square deal. Every- 
body believes in being honest with men, 
and yet we deny God a right to say that he 
should receive anything definite. 

This raises the question, Is it reasonable 
to suppose that Jesus established the 
church with perfect rules and ordinances 
and then left us in the mists of uncertainty 
as to financing it? There is just one thing 
that will save this old world and that is 
Christianity. 

Some one has said that education and 
civilization will save the world, but the 
highest type of civilization and education 
while ignoring the principles of Jesus, gave 
us the Europe from 1914 to 1918. Let us 
not say that Christianity failed, for Chris- 
tianity has not yet had a chance to fail. 

66 
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We are living in a psychological moment 
when the doors are open and the world is 
calling for the gospel. But instead of be- 
ing free to do the things we would like to 
do, and to plan for the spiritual develop- 
ment of the church, most of the time in the 
average board meeting is taken up in dis- 
cussing some man-made financial system, 
that never did work and never will work. 
While the old world is calling for us to 
send the gospel a little faster, we the dis- 
ciples of Christ are raising a little less than 
one cent per day per member for evangeliz- 
ing the world. 


The trouble is that we have accepted the 
old pagan theory of ownership until we 
hardly recognize God’s ownership. The 
pagan idea of ownership was physical abil- 
ity to get possession of and hold. They 
reasoned that God was an impersonal God 
and that personality was necessary to own- 
ership. According to this theory God 
could not own and man was the owner. 

A misunderstanding of these principles 
has been the cause of millions dying in the 
most abject slavery, of worlds and ages of 
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suffering being endured by mankind, and 
has caused the church to fail in its great 
mission. 


‘“The greatest event of the sixteenth cen- 
tury was discovery—geographical emanci- 
pation; the greatest event of the seven- 
teenth century was reformation—spiritual 
emancipation; the greatest event of the 
eighteenth century was democracy—polit- 
ical emancipation; the greatest event of the 
nineteenth century was abolition—physical 
emancipation; the greatest event of the 
twentieth century was prohibition—moral 
emancipation, and the greatest event of the 
future will be the emancipation of the 
church from the pagan ideas of owner- 
ship.”’ 


This leads to the thought, Is there a God- 
given plan to back up the commission, or is 
it a haphazard, hit or miss, go as you 
please plan? Has God made ample provi- 
sion for the government of all men and na- 
ture and left the highest conception of his 
creation unprovided for? 
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Gop’s OWNERSHIP 


Puen upon all ‘things. ~ God owns 
the land, the silver and the gold, the cattle 
and the beasts of the field. God’s owner- 
ship is the starting point. In civil engi- 
neering all measurements are made from a 
base line and the accepted base is the level 
of the sea. In all systems of finance God’s 
ownership is the foundation line. If we 
trace the deeds of all these Kansas farms 
back to their original ownership, they are 
all traced back to God. ‘‘ Across the face 
of every instrument representing values, 
whether it be a deed or a mortgage, a bond 
or a bequest, is written in imperishable 
characters, ‘The earth is the Lord’s and 
the fulness thereof.’ Man does not own 
anything, he simply holds in possession.’’* 

We read in the New Testament, ‘*The 
ground of a certain rich man brought forth 
plentifully: and he reasoned within him- 
self, saying, What shall I do, because I 
have not where to bestow my fruits? And 
he said, This will I do: I will pull down 


1J. S. Huebschman in “Three Great Successes.” 
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my barns, and build greater; and there will 
I bestow all my grain and my goods. And 
I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much 
goods laid up for many years: take thine 
ease, eat, drink, be merry. But God said 
unto him, Thou foolish one, this night is 
thy soul required of thee; and the things 
which thou hast prepared, whose shall they 
be?’’—Luke 12:16-20. 

Man is only in possession and every- 
thing in his possession is subject to the will 
of some higher authority. A man says, 
‘‘This is my house, I made the money and 
bought it and I will do as I please with it.’’ 
However, if he refuses or fails to pay his 
taxes, the state will sell his house from 
over his head. We are not our own. We 
are God’s in a double sense. He not only 
created us, but paid a price for our re- 
demption and the price paid is beyond 
computation. God has a right to the full- 
est service a man can render. No one has 
a right to throw his life away. Every one 
should determine to do something definite 
with his life, to render service to his Lord. 
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Man Is a STEWARD 


{A 


Man will be called upon to give an ac- 
count of his stewardship. Jesus chose the 
word steward to portray the relationship 
of a man to God and his Kingdom, In the 
oriental home the steward was not only a 
servant and trustee, but was regarded as a 
friend. This friendship was so close that 
it was said of Abraham’s steward, ‘‘ All the 
goods of his master are in his hands.’’ Jo- 
seph also was a steward in the house of 
Potiphar and the confidence placed in him 
is proven by the statement that the master 
‘*left all he had in Joseph’s hands.’’ The 
New Testament says, ‘‘Moreover it is re- 
quired in stewards that a man be found 
faithful.’’ The Bible is full of promises aa 
the faithful steward. 


~ 


Gop’s OwneERSuHIP Must Be RECOGNIZED AND 
ACKNOWLEDGED 


This recognition and acknowledgment 
must be made by setting aside some defi- 
nite portion. There is a difference between 
recognition and acknowledgment. Recog- 
nition is simply a matter of the intellect. 


i 
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A man will sit down and say, ‘‘ Why, cer- 
tainly everything belongs to God,’’ then he 
goes to work and takes it away from God 
and uses it for himself. Acknowledgment 
is a recognition that acts by setting aside a 
definite portion for God. In Eden, God al- 
lowed Adam a large portion of the fruit, 
but reserved a certain definite portion for 
himself. ‘‘The tree reserved by the Lord 
was a monument to his ownership.’’ The 
man who is as sincere, just and business- 
like in his dealings with God as he is with 
man will find that this leads to the very 
highest Christian character. The man who 
enters into partnership with God and sets 
aside the definite part for him, will find his 
office or his place of business becoming as 
sacred as a place of prayer. ‘‘Ownership 
demands acknowledgment.’’ 


Ir FarruHruL STEWARDSHIP REQUIRES THE 
SEPARATE Portion, Wuar Is 
Tat Portion? 


What acknowledgment shall one make? 
What will be a suitable acknowledgment? 
There must be some universal system, some 
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abiding principle. Church finances must in 
some way be standardized and stabilized. 

How many of our church members have 
seriously considered that ‘‘the earth is the 
Lord’s’’? God never in any age relin- 
quished title to any man, king, or corpora- 
tion. God never gave the earth to man. 
He simply gave man dominion over it. 
The owner has a right to a share of the in- 
come from his property and the law allows 
him the right to name the share. Did you 
ever stop to think that it is God’s earth 
and that he has a right to a share of the 
income from his earth and that he has a 
right to name the share? 

In financing our churches, we meet those; 
who tell us they cannot make any definite 


pledge this year, but will just do all they ) 
can. We cannot do business with individ- | 
uals or corporations on such a basis. No | 


man can rent a farm by telling the owner | 


that he is afraid to make a pledge or sign | 
a note, but that he will just do the best he | 

can in regard to paying the rent. We can-/ 
not buy groceries nor borrow money at the| 
bank on such conditions. 
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Our financial system is a sort of joke. 
It reminds one of the old bachelor who 
went to board with a widow. He paid the 
widow ten dollars a week board and paid it 
every Monday morning. After awhile they 
decided to get married and the old man 
then said to his wife what a lot of church 
members say to the Lord. He said, 
‘“Whereas heretofore I was under law and 
compelled to pay you ten dollars per week, 
now I am under love and I herewith hand 
you one dollar and will continue to contrib- 
ute as I feel able.”’ 


We find in the fourteenth chapter of 
Genesis that Abraham set aside one-tenth 
to the priest of God. Abraham did not do 
this in obedience to a command, nor as 
something new, nor as something that just 
happened, but he did it as a well-informed 
man. Coming down through the genera- 
tions, we find his grandson Jacob vowing 
to set aside the tenth. Was this a coinci- 
dence? Why did they set aside the same 
amount? Why was it the tenth, why nct 
the twentieth or fortieth? 
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There is no controversy as to Abraham’s 
paying the tithe, but the question arises, 
Where did he learn it? It might be an- 
swered by saying he learned it from the 
surrounding nations who according to in-. 
disputable evidence paid tithes to their 
gods. But where did these heathen nations 
learn it? 

Dr. Lansdell says concerning this, ‘‘We 
may venture the hypothesis that God from 
the beginning taught Adam that it was the 
duty of man to render a portion of his in- 
crease to his Maker, and that the portion 
was not to be less than the tenth: then we 
shall see that the facts recorded in Genesis 
not only do not contradict such a supposi- 
tion, but corroborate and strengthen it.’’ 


It is reasonable to suppose that God who 
created Adam and made him a steward, 
gave him information as to the amount and 
that this information was handed down to 
posterity through his children. 

It is authentically established by history 
that the nations of antiquity without ex- 
ception paid tithes to their deities. There 
are instances where nations did not offer 
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sacrifices, but none where they did not pay 
tithes. 

In the literature of ancient China (Li K1, 
Book III, chap. ii, Sec. 27) we find this 
statement, ‘‘A tenth of the year’s expendi- 
tures was for sacrifices.”’ 

Beginning with Egypt, Prof. Maspero 
says, ‘‘A tenth of the slaves, cattle and 
precious metals was set apart for the serv- 
ice of the gods.”’ 

Prof. Sayce of Oxford University, says, 
“The tithe was a Babylonian institution 
paid to the temples on the produce of the 
land.”’ 

Dutt in his work on Ancient India, says, 
‘‘Those who have charge of the city are 
divided into six bodies of five each. The 
sixth and last class consists of those who 
collect the tenth of the prices of articles 
sold.’’ 

Of the Arabians and Ethiopians, Pliny 
says, ‘They paid tithes to the god Sabis,’’ 
the Arabians of their frankincense and the 
Ethiopians of their cinnamon. 

To these ancient references we might add 
the array of evidence including the testi- 
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mony from the Persians, Arabians, Phoeni- 
cians, Carthagenians, the ancient Britons, 
Grecians and Romans. ‘ 

Dr. Smith says, ‘‘Long before the ap- 
pointment of the Levitical tithe under the. 
law, there are numerous instances of this 
practice found in both profane and biblical 
history among the heathen nations.’’ 

How are we to account for these differ- 
ent nations in different ages under differ- 
ent conditions all setting aside the same 
proportion for their gods? There is just 
one answer. God in the beginning revealed 
his will. 


THE SEPARATE Portion Not ABOLISHED 
WITH THE LAw or MosEs 


Again, it has been said by our people 
that the law of Moses was abolished and 
that the tithe was abolished with it. How 
long will the disciples of Christ continue 
to make such assertions when the testimony 
of scholars and of history is to the con- 
trary. Tithing is a universal principle and 
not a Jewish institution. It is a law for 
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the human race and was never restricted to 
one people. 

After all our talk about this system be- 
ing Jewish, a worthy host of scholars have 
spoken and have told us that this system 
was practiced 3000 to 4000 B.C. Moses 
lived not more than 1500 years B.C. Why 
not call it Babylonian instead of Mosaic? 
It was just as well understood and prac- 
ticed in Babylonia 3800 B.C. as it was in 
Judea 1500 B.C. And still we continue to 
talk about it being Mosaic. 

The holy tithe did not exist by virtue of 
the law of Moses. This relationship be- 
tween God and man as we have already 
learned existed prior to the law of Moses. 
It belonged by divine right and not by com- 
mand of law. The law did not create the 
tithe. It recognized this divine principle. 
When the law passed the tithe no more 
passed with it than God’s ownership of the 
earth passed. The holy tithe antedated the 
Jewish law and was not dependent upon it 
for its force and authority, and not one 
word ever fell from the lips of Jesus that 
repeal, abridge or contract the tithe. How- 
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ever we must learn to distinguish between 
the holy tithe and the national tithe. This 
will be taken up in chapter five. 

We have also had a lot to say about put-. 
ting the church on a Jewish basis. How- 
ever, let us not worry about a Jewish basis 
until we first get on a heathen basis. We 
have just learned that the heathen nations 
paid the tithe. The Jew paid three tithes: 
first, the Lord’s tithe, Leviticus 27:30; sec- 
ond, festival tithe, Deuteronomy 14:22-27; 
third, tithe for the poor, Deuteronomy 14: 
28, and then made offerings. So we are in 
no immediate danger of getting on a Jew- 
ish basis financially. 





SpirITUAL BLEssincs WiLL RESULT 


Our people will never develop spiritu- 
ally, nor evangelize the world, under our 
present unscriptural method of financing 
the Kingdom. If God ever owned any- 
thing, he owns it yet. If his promises ever 
stood, they stand yet. He said to his peo- 
ple through Malachi the prophet, ‘‘Bring 
ye all the tithe into the storehouse, that 
there may be food in mine house, and prove 


80 STEWARDSHIP AND TITHING 


me now herewith, saith Jehovah of hosts, if 
I will not open you the windows of heaven, 
and pour you out a blessing, that there 
shall not be room enough to receive it.”’ 
God said, ‘‘Prove me,’’ give me a chance 
to send blessings into your lives. 

Did you ever stop to consider that 
church members are not receiving bless- 
ings for the reason that they are afraid of 
God? Several years ago a young man 
stepped into a telegraph office and asked 
for a position. The chief motioned the 
young man to be seated at a side table. 
About that time an instrument began click- 
ing at another table and the fastest oper- 
ator on the entire system was calling for 
some one to take him. The chief motioned 
to the young man to be seated at that table 
and take the fast operator. The other 
operators thought he could not do it and 
gave each other the wink. However, the 
young man sat at that table and took the 
fast operator for ten hours. He earned his 
position. His name was Edison. All that 
Edison needed was a chance. All that God 
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needs to send blessings into the lives of his 
people is a chance. 

Jesus said, ‘‘Seek ye first his Kingdom 
and his righteousness, and all these things 
shall be added,’’ Matt. 6:33. When we re- 
verse the order and seek other things first, 
we are treading upon dangerous ground 
spiritually. Jesus taught that we could 
trust in God and dare to do right. 

How utterly we disregard the Master’s 
command. In our time, our abilities and 
our talents, how utterly we fail to ‘‘Seek 
first his Kingdom.’’ In our money and in 
our possessions, are we seeking to advance 
first the Kingdom of God? ‘‘Is it not a 
fact that we use the most of our income on 
ourselves and at last give God least?”’’ 
God flings the challenge, ‘‘If I will not 
open you the windows of heaven and pour 
you out a blessing.’’ God has opened the 
windows of heaven. He opened them for 
Moses when the sea parted. He opened 
them for Joshua when the Jordan rolled 
back and he opened them again for Gideon 





tHuebschman in ‘‘Three Greater Successes.’’ 
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when the hosts fled, and he will open them 
for us if we will give him a chance. 


Every promise that God has ever made, 
was made conditional. The promise of sal- 
vation is on condition. All that we ask is 
a square deal for God. Every man realizes 
that he is a free moral agent, that he may 
deal fairly and squarely with his fellow 
men or that he may go out and defraud and 
cheat his fellow men. The same principle 
holds true in dealing with God. If you go 
down into the city and rent a building, 
three things are considered: first, it is not 
your building; second, at the expiration of 
the lease, the building will go back to the 
owner; third, because of benefits received, 
you agree to pay the owner the amount 
named in the lease. If in any way you try 
to avoid paying the owner the amount 
named in the lease, you are not on the 
square with the owner. Recognition with- 
out acknowledgment shows that one is 
either ignorant or insincere. 


Now, what is the only amount God has 
ever named in the lease? What is the only 
percentage that has ever been taught in the 
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Bible? God owns. Man owes. God is the 
highest and first creditor. ‘‘God’s debt is 
a preferred debt. It is true, your creditors 
have a prior claim to strangers, but are all 
your other creditors to be preferred above 
the Lord? About the worst thing a man is 
capable of doing is dividing up his assets 
with a share to his endorsers—but the 
Christian who refuses to set aside the def- 
inite pe _part_ as a preferred creditor deliber- 
ately swindles his Lord.’’ The ‘tithe i is not * 
a charity, it is a debt. How many church 
members have ever tried to find out the 
amount of the debt? ‘‘The average man 
stands condemned at the bar of his own 
honor. He has in his possession incomes 
and wages that he knows he could not have 
independently created. He knows he could 
not independently have come into posses- 
sion of these things. He knows that God 
is the owner. 

‘His intuitions have told him that God’s 
ownership must be acknowledged, yet there 
is no effort to determine what acknowledg- 
ment God would have him make.’’** God 


1Calkins in “A Man and His Money.” 
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has revealed it and given us the intelli- 
gence to understand it. The day is here 
and the hour has struck when we must be- 
gin to teach it to our people. We have 
been negligent to the point of dishonor. 


Tur Onty Puan Tuat Has Ever Met 
Gop’s APPROVAL 


This is the beginning of a life of co- 
operation between God and man. It digni-_ 
fies the church and places it on a self- 
respecting level in the eyes of the commu- 
nity. The church has been scorned and 
ridiculed and we ask who is to blame? Our 
leaders have been to blame. We have been 
satisfied with pennies when we ought to 
have been dealing in dimes and dollars. If 
one thing more than another has cheapened 
the Kingdom, it has been our penny finan- 
cial proposition. A few years ago some of 
our Sunday schools taught the children to 
sing, ‘‘ Hear the Pennies Dropping.’’ Some- 
one has said, ‘‘Train up a child to give a 
penny, and when he is old he will not de- 
part from it.’’ The present financial sys- 
tem is a failure. The only trouble with it 
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is that it will not work. It puts one in 
mind of the perpetual motion machine in 
the patent office at Washington. It is 
highly complicated and ingenious but it 
will not work. 


Some of our churches resort to oyster 
soup. Most every church keeps an oyster. 
The finance committee reports to the ladies 
that there is another deficit. The ladies 
bring out the oyster, prepare a weak stew, 
and the people come in and gorge them- 
selves on stew under the impression that 
they are financing the church. Other 
churches resort to chicken pie. Some lib- 
eral-hearted brother will attend the supper, 
pay his fifty cents and eat a dollar’s worth 
of pie under the mistaken impression that 
he is helping finance the Lord’s work. Our 
churches have relied upon claptrap, ice 
cream, side shows and grab bags. Once in 
a while the ladies quilt a quilt and tie a 
comfort. One of our pastors made the fol- 
lowing announcement—he said, ‘‘ Brethren, 
there is a deficit. This deficit must be 
raised. We have tried every honorable 
way and now we are going to resort to a 
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bazaar.’’? The business of the average 
church reminds one of the old-fashioned 
‘*Merry-go-round’’ where one would pay 
ten cents and ride around sixteen times and 
get off at the same place he got on. Most 
of our churches report a yearly deficit, the 
eurse that follows robbing God. By some 
man-made method the deficit is raised. 
Then the church sits down and calmly and 
peacefully waits for another deficit to come 
around. 


It will take a generation of teaching to 
bring our people up to the point where 
they will realize that this money partner- 


ship ee ne 
itual life. It has been said, ‘*When you 
folks get right spiritually, you will have no 
trouble about your money.’* Away with 
this idea! When you get right with God 
financially, you will get right spiritually. 
We cannot get right with a man until we 
get right with him financially. This part- 
nership with God is a spiritual act. We 
have been slow in learning this. Our lead- 


ers have overlooked this great fundamental 
truth. 
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There is no hint of but one financial sys- 
tem. God named it. It pleased him to 
name it. We have no will but to accept 
his will. Yet instead of paying God the 
debt we have owed him, we have been try- 
ing to give him something according to 
some man-made plan. This system that 
God has revealed through his word is the 
only hope of evangelizing the world. The 
Disciples of Christ with their great plea 
occupy about twenty-seventh place among 
the leading Protestant churches. Why is 
this the case? Do we love our Lord less 
than our religious neighbors? No, we cer- 
tainly do not, but we have failed to place 
the emphasis on the right thing. Thirty 
years ago the Presbyterians began teach- 
ing Christian Stewardship. Today the 
United Presbyterians have a per capita for 
missions of fifteen dollars and fifty-three 
cents to our three dollars. 


Now, some one asks the question, ‘‘ Why 
the tenth, why not some other propor- 
tion??? Then why not some other plan of 
salvation other than the one that God has 
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revealed? If you are going to ask why not 
the tenth? let us ask why not the tenth, the 
amount that God has revealed? After all 
the criticism and all the fault findins, two 
things stand out in favor of the tithing sys- 
tem: first, it has never failed to increase 
the spiritual life; second, it has never failed 
to finance the Kingdom. The Mormons 
and Adventists with the ‘‘plan’’ without 
the “plea” are doing more in many cases 
than we are with the ‘‘plea’’ without the 
‘‘plan.’’ When the disciples of Christ 
learn to put the ‘‘plan’’ behind the ‘‘plea,’’ 
we will evangelize the world in one genera- 
tion. As Jesus stood at the tomb of Laza- 
rus in a burst of sympathy he said, ‘‘Roll 
away the stone.’’ We can imagine Martha 
clutching at his elbow as she said, ‘‘Mas- 
ter, don’t bring him forth like that, he has 
been dead four days.’’ Then we can see 
Jesus with a grieved yearning look as he 
said, ‘‘ Martha, said I not unto thee that if 
thou believest, thou shalt see the glory of 
God.”’ Oh! for enough faith to beli lieve in, in 
God’s promises and take him at his word. 
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‘«There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, like the wideness 

of the sea; 

There’s a kindness in His justice, which is more than 
liberty. 

If our lives were but more simple, we should take 
Him at his word, 

And our lives would be all sunshine, in the sweetness 
of our Lord.’’ : 


QUESTIONS FoR STUDY 


1. Define Christian Stewardship. 

2. Do you think Jesus left us in the mists 
of uncertainty as to a financial plan? 

3. What one thing is demanding the 
greater part of the time of our officers in 
board meetings and why? 

4. What was the pagan idea of owner- 
ship? 

5. What is the meaning of stewardship? 

6. What is the difference between recog- 
nition and acknowledgment? 

7. Has God a right to a share of the in- 
come from his earth and if so what share? 

8. What amount did Abraham and Jacob 
set aside for God and where do you sup- 
pose they learned to set aside this amount? 
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9. Beginning with China and coming on 
down through history, what amount did 
the ancient nations pay to their deities? 

10. How do you account for different na- 
tions in different ages setting aside the 
same amount? 


11. Why do our people and some of our 
preachers continue talking about tithing’s 
being a Jewish law when it has been au- 
thentically established by history that this 
system extends back 3800 years B.C. when 
Moses lived and wrote not more than 1500 
years B.C.? 

12. Did the holy tithe ever exist by vir- 
tue of the law of Moses? 

13. Some of our people are afraid we are 
putting the church on a Jewish basis; how 
many tithes did the Jew pay and what were 
they? 

14. What did God promise the Jew he 
would do if they would bring the tithe into 
the storehouse? Malachi 3:10. 

15. Do God’s promises still stand? 

16. Do not most church members disre- 
gard the Master’s command, ‘‘Seek ye 
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first his kingdom’’ and what is the result 
of this disobedience? 


17. Who is to blame for the church’s 
being scorned and ridiculed today? 


18. When church members get right with 
God financially, what will be the result 
spiritually ? 

19. What place among the Protestant 
churches do the Disciples of Christ occupy 
in per capita giving for missions? Why? 

20. What answer will you give to the 
question, Why the tenth? 


l'on MEDITATION 


How difficult it is for the business man to live un- 
selfishly! He must bear the handicap of life whose 
main purpose is the accumulation of money * * * * Who 
is the most successful business man? Not necessarily 
the man who has the largest bank account; that is one 
measure of success, but not the finest. The most suc- 
cessful business man is he who renders the greatest 
service to mankind, and whose life is most useful.— 
Wiliam Sweet. 


I looked upon a sea, ig 
And lo! it was dead, 

Although by Hermon’s snows 

And Jordan fed. 
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How came a fate so dire? 
The tale’s soon told. 

All that it got it kept 
And fast did hold. 


All tributary streams 
Found here their grave, 
Because that sea received 
But never gave. 


—Unknown. 


STEWARDSHIP SCRIPTURE REFERENCES 


God’s Ownership Acknowledged Through 
the Separate Portion 


Thou shalt surely tithe all the increase of thy seed, 
that which cometh forth from the field year by year.— 
Deuteronomy 14:22. 


And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed 
of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, is Jehovah’s: 
it is holy unto Jehovah.—Leviticus 27:30. 


And to bring the first-fruits of our ground, and the 
first-fruits of all fruit of all manner of trees, year by 
year, unto the house of Jehovah.—Nehemiah 10:35. 


And that we should bring the first-fruits of our 
dough, and our heave-offerings, and the fruit of all 
manner of trees, the new wine and the oil, unto the 
priests, to the chambers of the house of our God; and 
the tithes of our ground unto the Levites; for they, the 
Levites, take the tithes in all the cities of our tillage. 
And the priest the son of Aaron shall be with the 
Levites, when the Levites take tithes: and the Levites 
shall bring up the tithe of the tithes unto the house of 
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our God, to the chambers, into the treasure-house.— 
Nehemiah 10:37, 38. 


Will a man rob God? yet ye rob me. But ye say, 
Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. 
Ye are cursed with the curse; for ye rob me, even this 
whole nation. Bring ye the whole tithe into the store- 
house, that there may be food in my house, and prove 
me now herewith, saith Jehovah of hosts, if I will not 
open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a 
blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive 
it—Malachi 3:8-10. 

But woe unto you Pharisees! for ye tithe mint and 
rue and every herb, and pass over justice and the love 
of God: but these ought ye to have done, and not to 
leave the other undone.—Luke 11:42. 


And he said unto them, Then render unto Caesar 
the things that are Caesar’s, and unto God the things 
that are God’s.—Luke 20:25. 


Know ye not that they that minister about sacred 
things eat of the things of the temple, and they that 
wait upon the altar have their portion with the altar? 
Even so did the Lord ordain that they that proclaim 
the gospel should live of the gospel.—1 Corinthians 
9:13, 14. 


CHAPTER IV 


PayING THE PENALTY 


We all believe in the divinity of Jesus. 
We believe that he was born in a manger, 
that he lived upon the earth as a man, that 
he was unjustly accused, crucified on the 
Roman cross, buried and arose from the 
dead and commanded his disciples to ‘‘go 
into all the world.’’ He said, ‘‘ Ye shall be 
my witnesses, both in Jerusalem, in all Ju- 
dea and Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
parts of the earth.’ While these words 
were spoken by our Savior nearly two 
thousand years ago, we realize that we 
have not witnesses for him at home. Why 
not? Did Jesus make a mistake? Did he 
command something impossible? No; but 
we have disobeyed God’s common law for 
all ages that produces spirituality. Let us 
consider briefly— 


Gop’s Laws 
We find God’s laws everywhere. Every- 
thing that we might mention from the mus- 
cles of the arm, up to the movement of the 
94 
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heavenly bodies is controlled by law. 
God’s laws may be discovered by man, but 
they cannot be made nor annulled by man. 
God’s laws are never lost. The use or con- 
trol of them may be lost, but God’s laws 
are as old as the race and for the good of. 
all who obey them. We perhaps more than 
any religious people, believe that obedience 
has always produced reward. Certain of 
God’s laws are understood to have existed 
in the beginning. No mention is made of 
their origin. There are no commands to 
prayer in the earlier books of the Old Tes- 
tament, yet the patriarchs were praying 
men. There was no law against murder 
until after the flood, yet Cain did not es- 
cape the penalty. Right and wrong rest 
upon fundamental foundations which ex- 
tend away back beyond statutes. A statute 
never made a thing right nor wrong. It is 
not wrong to murder because the Ten Com- 
mandments forbade ite but. the Ten_Com- 
mandments forbade it because _ it it was 


OE EAT 
ee 


wrong. ‘A thing is not right “because the 
law says so—the law says so because it is 
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right. Laws do not make duty, they de- 
fine duty.”’ 

There are two fundamental laws which 
were given in the beginning, the law of the 
seventh and the law of the tenth. These 
are the very foundation stones of character 
building. The law of the seventh was 
given for man’s physical good. The man 
who rests about_one day out of seven will 
live longer; and do more work < than the man 
who vho attempts to cwork every day. This is 
true of animals and also of machinery. It 
has been demonstrated that machinery that 
thoroughly cools about once every seven 
days will last longer. John D. Rockefeller, 
Jr., came out in favor of a six-day week 
and an eight-hour day. Why? For the 
simple reason that a man is more efficient 
who only works six days a week and eight 
hours a day. The St. Lows Star, one of 
our greatest daily papers, some time ago 
discontinued its Sunday edition right in 
the face of a growing circulation. The rea- 
son given was, that their capacity for use- 
fulness was increased by a six-day week. 
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The law of the tenth was given for man’s 
spiritual good. It makes him a partner 
with God. It links up his life with God— 
brings him into a sacred nearness to God. 
The only reason for observing the law of 
the seventh is that the seventh has been re-. 
vealed. This has nothing whatever to do 
with the Jewish Sabbath. Proper atten- 
tion will be given to the Sabbath in another 
chapter. The seventh was set apart by 
divine revelation. It might just as well be 
one day out of ten or twenty had not God 
revealed the seventh. The only reason for 
observing the law of the tenth is that God 
has revealed the tenth. This ought to sat- 
isfy those who believe in ‘‘speaking where 
the Bible speaks.’’ ‘‘These are not statute 
laws, but fundamental laws. They are not 
arbitrary, but fixed.’’ The man who hon- 
ors the law of the seventh is more likely 
to treat sacredly the other six days of the 
week—and the man who honors the law of 
the tenth is moré likely to make a good 
steward of the other nine-tenths. In fact, 
his stewardship begins with the nine- 
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tenths, for the other one-tenth is already 
the Lord’s. 

The law of the tenth was given, as stated 
above, for man’s spiritual good. The 
breaking of any law of life brings a pen- 
alty, and the penalty is death. God’s 
laws were given to man. When violated 
by man the penalty is justly demanded of 
man. 

This is the reason that a large percent- 
age of our church members are living on a 
low spiritual plane. Less than fifty per 
cent of our members attend, with any de- 
gree of regularity, the Lord’s Day morning 
service and meet around the communion 
table. Less than fifty per cent of our mem- 
bers attend regularly the Sunday evening 
service, which should be the evangelistic 
service. Numbers do not constitute 
strength unless each one contributes to the 
spiritual power of the church. Many of 
our churches would be better and stronger 
with fewer members. Gideon had an army 
of thirty-two thousand men, but his army 
lost no strength when twenty-two thousand 
cowards deserted. Of the ten thousand 
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left, only three hundred had the courage 
and alertness that made them dependable 
soldiers. 


If the 9,700 cannot be trained and devel- 
oped into Christians worthy the name, the 
church will be better off without them. 

We have reached a point when a new 
standard for church membership must be 
raised. It is said that while an important 
battle was being fought, the standard- 
bearer of a company of soldiers advanced 
ahead of the company. The captain called 
to him, ‘‘Bring the standard back to the 
company.’’ The standard-bearer replied, 
‘‘Bring the company up to the standard.’’ 


There are too many unfaithful church 
members demanding that the standard be 
brought down to their level. ‘‘The Lord 
wants men who count, and not those who 
want to be counted.’’ Xerxes had an army 
of a million men, and he said, ‘‘I would 
that I had as many soldiers as men.’’ We 
often feel that the Savior looks down and 
says, ‘‘I would that I had as many life- 
enlisted soldiers as I have church mem- 
bers.’’ But let’s bear in mind that God 
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gave a law, and the breaking of any law of 
life brings the penalty. Obedience to phys- 
ical laws always brings physical blessings. 
Obedience to spiritual laws will result in 
spiritual blessings. 


NEITHER F'ULFILLED NOR REPEALED 


Now, someone says, ‘‘This law of the 
tithe that you are talking about passed 
away and is not in force today.’’ Will the 
one who makes this statement tell us where 
he learned that any of God’s fundamental 
laws passed away? There are two ways in 
which the law of the tithe might have 
passed. It might have been met by the 
sacrifice of Jesus and annulled, but only 
Jewish ceremonial laws were met by the 
sacrifice of Jesus, and the tithe was never 
a Jewish ceremonial law. It might have 
been repealed, but the Bible nowhere so 
states. 

‘*Our courts have always held that a law 
is in force so long as the need exists, unless 
it has been repealed or superseded by a 
new law.’’ Certain of God’s fundamental 
laws might have been written into the Jew- 


PAYING THE PENALTY 101 


ish law and have become a part of it—and 
the passing of the Jewish law would not 
have affected the fundamental law. John 
G. Alber, State Secretary of Nebraska, has 
given this illustration: ‘‘The Constitution 
of the State of Nebraska is the funda- 
mental law of Nebraska; the legislature 
may meet and enact a new law, and write 
into that law some words or phrases from 
the Constitution, in other words, they enact 
a new law, endorsing or reaffirming a part 
of the Constitution; the next legislature 
may repeal the law, but that will not repeal 
the part of the Constitution that was writ- 
ten into that new law.’’ So we can readily 
understand, as stated above, that the pass- 
ing of the Jewish law did not affect any of 
God’s fundamental laws that might have 
been written into the Jewish law. 

‘‘The tithe is the Lord’s’’ (Leviticus 27: 
30). This is not a command, but a fact 
stated in the Word of God. It is God’s 
truth. ‘‘The earth is the Lord’s’’ (Psalm 
24:1) is not a command, but another fact 
stated in the Word of God. No one is try- 
ing to find a New Testament command to 
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prove that the earth is the Lord’s. ‘The 
tithe is the Lord’s,’’ always has been and 
always will be, and no man has a right to 
it. It is not a matter of option as to what 
a man is going to do about it, it is already 
the Lord’s. This law being incorporated 
into the Jewish law did not render it less 
true and the passing of the Jewish law did 
not affect the fact stated. The holy tithe 
was no part of the Jewish ceremonial law 
and the ‘‘abrogation of the law did not 
earry with it the abrogation of the tithe 
any more than it carried with it God’s 
ownership of the earth.’’ Do not get the 
idea that every fact stated in the thirty- 
nine books of the Old Testament passed 
away with the Jewish law. 


Law Broken AND PENALTY Pap 


Kighty-five per cent of all the troubles 
in our churches are the result of this shift- 
less, unbusiness-like dealing with God. 
Our churches have no financial system. 
One of the most essential things that has to 
do with our Lord’s Kingdom is made a 
matter of impulse. We can no more sup- 
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port the Kingdom by voluntary offerings 
than we can support the government by 
that plan. Suppose we were to repeal our 
laws for collecting taxes and send out 
speakers to harangue the people about 
their patriotism, then pass a hat for a free- 
will offering to support our government. 
We would be a failure and a laughing stock 
in the eyes of the world. No wonder the 
average church faces a deficit. Our 
churches throughout the land are failing 
for lack of a little business sense. Mem- 
bers of our official boards, good solid busi- 
ness men who show excellent judgment in 
the management of their own affairs, men 
who are recognized leaders in community 
affairs, will go into a board meeting and 
show an utter lack of these qualities in 
- matters pertaining to the church. 


The Annapolis Naval Academy some 
years ago offered a prize for the best essay 
explaining the failure of the Spanish Ar- 
mada. A midshipman won the prize and 
his essay consisted of a single statement. 
He said, ‘‘The Spanish Armada failed from 
lack of three ships, seamanship, marksman- 
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ship and leadership.’’ In church manage- 
ment, success hinges primarily upon lead- 
ership. Instead of teaching and training 
our people to systematically set aside the 
definite part for the Lord, we resort to a 
money-raising spasm. We send for a mon- 
ey-raiser and put on our high-pressure 
methods. Instead of doing it systematic- 
ally, we do it spasmodically. It is very 
much like administering a hypodermic to 
the patient who is in pain, without giving 
him something to remove the cause of the 
pain. Any plan will get money, but will 
not develop spirituality—and unless there 
is the ‘compelling power of a higher obli- 
gation,’’ the plan will fail and the church 
suffers. 


‘*Yes, the church that has developed our 
schools, created our homes, developed our 
industries and made America what she is 
today, is the greatest industry in the world, 
and yet the most inefficiently managed of 
any industry in the world. Why don’t we 
exercise the same shrewdness and the same 
broad statesmanship in the extension of 
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our Lord’s Kingdom that we do in our own 
business affairs?’” 

We hear much today about ‘‘big busi- 
ness,’’ and yet what is really the biggest 
business in the world? Is it not going into 
all the world with the gospel? Can you 
name a financial trust with such a stupen- 
dous income as our Lord’s Kingdom would 
have if church members dealt fairly with 
him? According to government statistics, 
which are always too low as applied to 
church members, the Protestant churches 
of America last year robbed the Lord of 
over a billion dollars. That is why our 
colleges are all embarrassed, our mission- 
ary societies forced to retrench and the 
local congregation faces a deficit. (Was 
there ever a word so overworked as that 
word ‘‘deficit’’?) 

We have eked out little dribs for our 
Lord that have been an insult to him. 
There is a story about a little boy who went 
to church and sat with his mother. This 
little boy was very much in earnest and 
saw everything that went on, as children 
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always do. On the way home, the mother 
was all out of sorts. She just lambasted 
the whole church from janitor to preacher 
—ineluding the choir. Everything was 
wrong. The boy was silent for a moment 
then in his earnestness he said to his 


for - ten. cents?? > “The ¢ average church has 


a very ‘small vision. 


There is another story about a man who 
had an operation performed on his eye. 
The doctor removed this man’s eye and put 
in a cat’s eye. A few days later the doc- 
tor met the man’s wife on the street and 
said to her, ‘‘How is your husband?’’ She 
answered, ‘‘He is all right.’’ ‘‘Well,’’ said 
the doctor, ‘‘can he see?’’ She replied, 
‘*Yes, he can see, but he humiliates us so.’’ 
The doctor asked what was the trouble. 
The wife replied, ‘‘ Well, he spends most of 
his time down in the cellar looking for 
mice.’’ This very cleverly illustrates the 
vision of a lot of our churches. 

Let us be honest enough to acknowledge 
that the church is not performing its duty 
—that there is something wrong and that 
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we are seeking aremedy. Let us acknowl- 
edge that the law has been broken and the 
penalty is being paid. It is being paid in 
the loss of souls and in decaying churches. 

It was so in the case of the Jews. They 
were afflicted and cried out in their afflic- 
tion to know why. God replied, through 
Malachi, ‘‘Ye have turned aside from mine 
ordinances and have not kept them.’’ He 
arraigns them for their wanton violation 
of his law and the challenge follows the 
arraignment. He says, ‘‘Return to me, 
and I will return to you, and bring ye the 
whole tithe into the storehouse, that there 
may be food in my house, and prove me 
now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I 
will not open for you the windows of 
heaven, and pour you out a blessing.’’ Je- 
sus prescribes a remedy for spiritual pov- 
erty, ‘‘Seek ye first the Kingdom of God 
and his righteousness and all these things 
shall be added unto you.”’ 

‘“When we think of the unchangeable- 
ness of God’s eternal principles and the 
certainty of his promises, will we have the 
faith in the infallibility of God and his 
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promises to accept without reservation or 
equivocation the ratio that God himself has 
named as our acknowledgment of his own- 
ership?”’ 


No Harpsuip INVOLVED 


Often we hear the question, ‘‘Is the tithe 
fair to the poor man?’’ In return I would 
ask the question, ‘‘Is the Lord’s Day fair 
to the poor man?’’ We never hear any one 
sympathize with the poor man because he 
keeps the day. God fixed the ratio and he 
fixed it the same for all classes. He did 
not consider their incomes nor the size of 
their familes. ‘‘God never divided man- 
kind into two classes, one rich and the 
other poor, the former obligated by a high 
sense of duty to give and the latter to 
spend all their earnings upon themselves 
and their families.’"* God never fixed a 
gulf between the rich and the poor, depriv- 
ing the poor of his blessings. 

How dare we undertake to humiliate the 
poor man? Dare we try to place the poor 
man in a position that will deprive him of 


4Duncan in “Our Christian Stewardship.” 
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God’s blessings? This partnership with 
God is a sacred relationship into which the 
individual himself must enter. We cannot 
pray for others and we cannot be baptized 
for others, neither can we act for others in 
this matter of responsibility to God. Why 
all these tears shed over the poor man? 
The poor man has the God-given right to 
pay his debts to God and man and hold his 
head up—and no church officer has any 
right to deprive him of these privileges and 
blessings. We would just as well under- 
take to deprive him of the blessings of a 
family. Why not tell the poor man he isn’t 
able to support a family? 

It has been claimed that tithing works a 
hardship on the poor man. There is not 
one word of truth in this statement. God 
never gave a law in any age that worked a 
hardship on any man. We have also heard 
it said that the church is asking too much, 
the poor people don’t like it; they can’t 
afford it, and they should not be asked to 
make contributions for so many things. In 
most cases, the persons talking in this way 
are caring very little about the poor, but 
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are thinking only about the church expense 
as related to themselves. They hate to 
give, and under the mask of speaking for 
the poor, they themselves try to escape 
paying to Kingdom work. 

We must be guided by God’s standard 
and measure, and not by some irregular, 
self-made standard fixed for one’s self. 
‘‘Tt is a well-known rule of ethics that man 
cannot be a law unto himself—and our 
civilization be preserved.’”* 


‘‘Another says that tithing is not 
adapted to this complex age. He says that 
in the complexities of modern business it 
is impossible for the man of big affairs to 
tithe. If that is true, it is impossible for 
the big business man to pay his taxes, and 
the law requiring taxes is unjust and un- 
reasonable, and ought to be repealed.’” 
Have we any right as stewards of God to 
pass on from year to year without knowing 
how much of God’s substance has been 
committed to our trust? What would you 
think if you had a business and employed 


1—. B. Steward in “The Tithe.” 
*Babbs in “The Law of the Tithe.” 
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a man to conduct it for you, and on the day 
of settlement, he said, ‘‘I have no idea how 
much this business has made this year.’’ 

**Some proportion in acknowledgment of 
God’s ownership is fundamental and be- 
yond the sphere of private judgment.’” 
God, the owner, expects man to acknowl- 
edge his ownership by following the ratio 
that he himself has named. It is up to us, 
disciples of Christ, to either follow tt or 
criticize ut. Are we going to turn God’s 
system down in order to maintain our right 
of private judgment? 


ConFuUsING FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 


This question is often asked, ‘‘Ought not 
the rich give more than the poor?’’ Why, 
certainly, but tithing is not giving. Tith- 
ing is paying a debt in acknowledgment of 
God’s ownership. After the debt is paid it 
is reasonable to suppose that the rich man 
can give more than the poor. If the tithe 
is a gift, that question is reasonable; if it 
_is a debt, the question is absurd. Tithing 
is a challenge to a man’s honesty. Giving 
is a challenge to his generosity. The rich 
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and the poor acknowledge God’s owner- 
ship by paying the same proportion. Not 
of their own choosing—but God has fixed 
the ratio. After the debt has been paid, 
gifts should be made according to a man’s 
ability, and of course the rich man can and 
must give more than the poor man. Tith- 
ing does not meet all the requirements of 
stewardship. Someone has asked, ‘‘How 
much should the rich give?’’ He should 
give enough to save his soul. Mr. Cush- 
man is correct when he says, ‘‘Stewardship 
is the New Testament message for the pres- 
ent hour. It is more than tithing, but tith- 
ing will put the first teeth into | steward- 
ship. hy 

No one is too poor to enter it into 0 this ue Pare 
charity. This teaching applies to. to eis) 
people who are making a living. It does 
not apply to those dependent upon charity. 
There should be just two classes in our 
churches—those who support the church 
and those supported by the church. 

We have also heard much about the poor 
widow, but the poor widow is able to enter 
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into partnership with God if she wants to 
do so, and God will bless her in the act. It 
would be well for our church members to 
read 1 Kings 17, where the widow went out 
to gather up sticks that she might bake the 
last cake, that she and her son might eat it 
and die. Elijah came along and said, 
‘‘Make me thereof a little cake first, and 
bring it unto me, and afterward make for 
thee and thy son.’’ Suppose the widow 
had refused to make the cake for Elijah? 
He would not have suffered. God would 
have taken care of him, but what would 
have happened to the widow? There is not 
in history a sublimer case of poverty. Here 
is a wonderful lesson for us. The widow 
was saved for the very reason that God 
sent Elijah to her at the time when she 
needed everything she had, and she re- 
ceived the very blessing for which she 
might have prayed. 

We may receive blessings right in the 
face of seeming difficulties and God may 
answer our prayers by demanding things 
seemingly beyond our ability—if only we 
have faith enough. Here is something we 
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cannot reason out. The light of reason will 
not penetrate it, but the warmth of faith 
will. Warmth will penetrate the walls and 
enter a room where light will not. No man 
will prosper to a greater extent by with- 
holding from God, for in so doing he is 
violating a law, and the breaking of any 
law of life brings a penalty. 


‘“‘There is that scattereth, and increas- 
eth yet more; 

And there is that withholdeth more than 
is meet, but it tendeth to want. 

The liberal soul shall be made fat: 

And he that watereth shall be watered 
also himself.’? (Prov. 11:24, 25.) 

‘‘The liberal soul shall be made fat’’ 
means thrifty, prosperous, developing 
spiritually. We as a people have reached 
the point where we just must have a little 
more faith. 

Theoretically the man who works on the 
Lord’s Day ought to have more money 
than the one who honors the Lord by keep- 
ing the day—but he has not. This has no 
reference to thousands of good men who 
are compelled to work on the Lord’s Day, 
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but to the man who deliberately violates 
the laws of both God and man. Theoretic- 
ally the man who keeps all his income, who 
robs the Lord and makes him a little gift 
instead of paying him the debt, ought to 
have more money than the man who plays 
fair with God—but he has not. 
Thousands and thousands of the best 
Christians in the land tell us that they 
have tried this system and that it works. 
We do not believe that they are falsifiers. 
A man said to the writer, ‘‘You are not 
going to argue with me that nine-tenths 
will go as far as ten-tenths.’’ I answered, 
‘“No, I have no time to argue with you if 
you are going to leave God’s promises out, 
but will say that nine-tenths plus God will 
go farther than ten-tenths without God.’’ 
When you and God go shopping together 
nine-tenths will go farther than ten-tenths 
when you go without him. Some one 
wants this explained but some things can- 
not be explained. We cannot explain why 
the law of gravity pulls everything to the 
center of the earth, nor why the flowers are 
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colored, nor why a man can do more work 
in six days than he can in seven. 

How do we know what God can bring to 
pass in our lives? There is another widow 
mentioned in the Bible who was poor and 
in debt, and God multiplied her oil until it 
filled the borrowed vessels, and she was 
told to sell and pay her debts. May he not 
do as much for us? 

We have paid the penalty long enough. 
In the language of Mr. Babson, we have 
reached the point bares we must ‘‘cast the 
net on the other side.’ 

The paramount object_of tithing is char- 
acter building. The foundation of charac- 
ter building is a sense of dependence upon 
and responsibility to God. Tithing im- 
plants that in the life, not in theory but in 
practice. It is true that some people are 
afraid to tithe; it is also true that some 
are afraid not to tithe. Many of the best 
Christians living would be afraid that 
something might happen that would cause 
them to come down to old age in want if 
they did not tithe. It is not a question, 
**Can we afford to do it?’’ The question 
is, ‘‘Can we afford not to do it?’’ 
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Insurance companies have given out 
these figures. Out of every one hundred 
young men who start out in life at the age 
of twenty-five, when they have reached the 
age of sixty-five, thirty-six have died; of 
the sixty-four living, fifty-four are either in 
the poor house or dependent upon relatives. 
This ought to drive us to our knees. These 
men have not been in partnership with 
God. They have been conducting their af- 
fairs independently of God’s guidance. 

It is not our money God wants, but us. 
He wants our confidence and trust in him 
as a good, wise, loving partner. For our 
sakes and our own spiritual and temporal 
prosperity he wants us to seek first his 
Kingdom. 

**O love, that wilt not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in thee; 
I give thee back the life I owe, 


That in thine ocean depths its flow 
May richer, fuller be.’’ 


QUESTIONS FoR STUDY 


1. Where do we find God’s laws? 
2. What power has man in regard to 
God’s laws? 
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3. What is true in regard to obedience 
and disobedience to God’s laws? 

4, Mention two of God’s laws that were 
understood to have existed in the begin- 
ning. 

5. For what purpose was the law of the 
seventh given? 

6. How does its observance affect men, 
animals and machinery? 

7. For what purpose was the law of the 
tenth given? 

8. Is it possible to violate God’s laws and 
escape the penalty? 

9. If obedience to physical laws produce 
physical blessings what may we expect 
from obedience to spiritual laws? 

10. What is the cause of lack of spiritual 
development in so large a percentage of 
our church members? 

11. Can the strength of a church be 
measured by the number of names on the 
church roll? 

12. It has been said the law of the tenth 
passed away and is not in force. Is there 
any evidence as to the truthfulness of this 
statement? 
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13. Name two ways in which the law of 
the tithe might have passed. 

14. Give Mr. Alber’s illustration of the 
Constitution of Nebraska as applied to the 
law of the tithe. 

15. What is the cause of a large percent- 
age of the troubles in our churches? Could 
the Government be financed by voluntary 
offerings? 

16. Name the most inefficiently managed 
institution in the world. 

17. Of what amount did the Protestant 
churches last year rob the Lord? 

18. Is it true that the tithing system is 
unfair to the poor man and the widow? 

19. Who fixed the ratio as to time and 
money and by whose standard must we be 
guided? 

20. Will nine-tenths plus God go as far 
as ten-tenths without God? 

21. What statistics have been given out 
by insurance companies? 


For MEDITATION 


The Christian who measures his giving by the stand- 
ards laid down in the New Testament will ask himself, 
‘¢What proportion of the income which God has given 
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me the ability to earn would he have me keep for 
myself?’’ instead of, ‘‘How much ought I to give 
him?’’ With these standards in vogue he would have 
fewer church members who spend more for the upkeep 
of their automobiles than they do for the upkeep of 
the Kingdom. I am not raising any moral issue, or 
saying what one should or should not spend his money 
for. I am making an appeal for Christian men and 
women to give first things first place; and I do say 
emphatically that there is something radically wrong 
with the viewpoint of a church member who gives his 
luxuries first place in his financial calculations, and the 
support of the Kingdom of God second place.—William 
J. Elliott. 


If I can stop one heart from breaking 
I shall not live in vain; 
If I can ease one life from aching, 
/ Or cool one pain, 
V4 Or help one fainting robin 
Into his nest again, 
I shall not live in vain. 
—Emily Dickinson. 


STEWARDSHIP ScRIPTURE REFERENCES 
Giving After the Debt Is Paid 


Every man shall give as he is able, according to the 
blessing of Jehovah thy God which he hath given thee. 
—Deuteronomy 16:17. 

But whoso hath the world’s goods, and beholdeth his 
brother in need, and shutteth up his compassion from 
him, how doth the love of God abide in him?—1 John 
3:17. 

And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord, Be- 
hold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; 
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and if I have wrongfully exacted aught of any man, 
I restore fourfold—Luke 19:8. 

And if ye have not been faithful in that which is 
another’s, who will give you that which is your own?— 
Luke 16:12. 

In all things I gave you an example, that so labor- 
ing ye ought to help the weak, and to remember the 
words of the Lord Jesus, that he himself said, It is 
more blessed to give than to receive.—Acts 20:35. 

Or he that exhorteth, to his exhorting: he that 
giveth, let him do it with liberality; he that ruleth, 
with diligence; he that showeth mercy, with cheerful- 
ness.—Romans 12:8. 

Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I 
gave order to the churches of Galatia, so also do ye. 
Upon the first day of the week let each one of you 
lay by him in store, as he may prosper, that no collec- 
tions be made when I come.—1 Corinthians 16:1, 2. 

For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable accord- 
ing as a man hath, not according as he hath not.—2 
Corinthians 8:12. 

And he looked up, and saw the rich men that were 
casting their gifts into the treasury. And he saw a 
certain poor widow casting in thither two mites. And 
he said, Of a truth I say unto you, This poor widow cast 
in more than they all: for all these did of their super- 
fluity cast in unto the gifts; but she of her want did 
cast in all the living that she had.—Luke 21:1-4. 

Then the people rejoiced, for that they offered 
willingly, because with a perfect heart they offered 
willingly to Jehovah: and David the king also rejoiced 
with great joy.—l Chronicles 29:9. 

Let each man do according as he hath purposed in 
his heart: not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God 
loveth a cheerful giver.—2 Corinthians 9:7. 


CHAPTER V 


How Mucu Owest THov? 


There is no one thing that old Satan is 
trying harder to overthrow than the teach- 
ings of Christian Stewardship. Satan 
knows that the time arrives when church 
members deal honestly with God, they y will 
put on a program that will upset t all his 
plans. The sad feature is that Satan has 
the co-operation of a lot of church mem- 
bers, at least to the extent that he can in- 
fluence them to absent themselves from 
stewardship meeting. He tells them that 
tithing is unscriptural and even goes so far 
as to quote Scripture. We remember on 
one occasion that he quoted Scripture to 
Jesus. 


The average minister has not presented 
anything definite on this subject. The 
average minister who has preached on 
stewardship has plainly shown that he was 
not very much in earnest about it and did 
not expect folks to believe it. It reminds 
one of the deacon who went over to rebuke 
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his neighbor who frequently indulged in 
profanity, so he decided to go over and 
speak to him about it. The neighbor re- 
plied, ‘‘Yes, deacon, we have lived neigh- 
bors here for twenty years and understand 
each other, and while you pray a little and 
I cuss a little, of course neither one of us 
means anything by it.’’ 


A Dest ACKNOWLEDGED 


Ownership ae stewardship on_ the 
law of our economic system that we pay 
taxes, rent and interest in acknowledgment 
of ownership. As has already been stated, 
everything in man’s possession is subject 
to the will of a higher authority. Who was 
our first creditor? Who gave us life? 
Who started the heart to beating and who 
keeps it beating? The average man goes 
around talking about what ‘‘I’’ did. 
Where do we get that big capital I? The 
‘*T’’ that we use so much is God’s contribu- 
tion to our success. My hands, who made 
them? Did I or did God make them? My 
brain, my materials that I do business with, 


ee 


> 
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who made the brain, who made the mate- 
rials? Business men have worked this out 
and reached the conclusion that God is put- 
ting into a man’s life 95% of everything 
that makes him what he is. In other 
words, God is putting into the business of 
life, 95% of the capital. Man puts into the 
business about 5% (will power) and then 
God allows man to keep 90% of the in- 
come. 

Suppose some one desiring to go into 
business should search for a partner who 
would put into the business 95% of the 
capital, let him put in 5%, and then turn 
over to him 90% of the income. Do you 
think he would find such a partner? Yet 
that is just the sort of a partner that God 
is. Then the question arises—how about a 
fair distribution of the profits between 
partners? 


Wuat Is tHe Dest? 


We ought to be safe in making the state- 
ment that the Christian welcomes any word 
of revelation that enables him to know the 
will of God. Biblical history records the 
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setting aside of the tenth. ‘‘As a matter 
of human equity, there should be some pro- 
portion for God. As a matter of human 
fact, that proportion has been named. As 
a matter of human experience only one 
percentage has ever been named.’ ‘‘The 
tithe is the Lord’s’’ and has been as far 
back as history dates. 


Learn To MAKE A DISTINCTION 


In order intelligently to discuss the sub- 
ject of tithing, one must make a distine- 
tion between the holy tithe and the na- 
tional tithe. This is one thing that many 
of our leading brethren who consider them- 
selves well up on stewardship have not 
done. The holy tithe was a fundamental 
law—a prior law. The holy tithe was not 
a Jewish statute. The holy tithe did not 
exist by virtue of a legal enactment. Had 
it been a Jewish statute, it would have 
passed just as the Sabbath Day passed. 

When we talk about tithing, many of our 
people become alarmed about the Sabbath 
Day. The Sabbath Day was a Jewish in- 


1c, F. Swander in ‘God’s Share,” 
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stitution. The Sabbath Day is not men- 
tioned by name in the book of Genesis. The 
Sabbath Day as an institution did not exist 
until twenty-five hundred years after the 
Creation. There is no command in Genesis 
to keep the Sababth Day. The Sabbath 
Day was given to the Jews: ‘‘And thou 
shalt remember that thou wast a servant in 
the land of Egypt, and Jehovah thy God 
brought thee out thence by a mighty hand 
and by an outstretched arm: therefore 
Jehovah thy God commandeth thee to keep 
the Sabbath Day’’ (Deut. 5:15). ‘‘ Jehovah 
made not this covenant with our fathers, 
but with us, even us, who are all of us here 
alive this day’’ (Deut. 5:3). The Sabbath 
Day was an institution given to the Jews in 
memory of their redemption from Egyp- 
tian bondage. It passed away, and if the 
holy tithe had been a Jewish institution, it 
would also have passed, but it was not. 

The holy tithe did not pass with the Jew- 
ish law for the reason that it did not re- 
ceive its force and authority from the Jew- 
ish law. The law begins with Exodus 20. 
Read on through Exodus and there is not 
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one word about the tithe, then on through 
Leviticus and still there is not one word 
about it until we come to Leviticus 27:30, 
where we read, ‘‘The tithe is the Lord’s.’’ 
This is not the enactment of a statute, but 
just the statement of a fact. The first stat- 
ute on tithing is in Numbers 18 where God 
provided by statute that the Levites who 
had not received any part of Canaan as 
their inheritance should receive the tithe in 
lieu thereof, but that does not create the 
tithe—because it had existed from time 
immemorial, it simply regulates it. 

Now, read Deuteronomy, twelfth and 
fourteenth chapters and you will read 
about another tithe. It is not the holy 
tithe, but a national and social tithe—one 
that was used for Jewish feasts. God made 
no claim to this particular tithe and it was 
not holy unto the Lord. 

This Jewish tithe was a Jewish statute. 
The holy tithe was not. 

This Jewish tithe was legalistic. The 
holy tithe was not. 

This Jewish tithe was abolished. The 
holy tithe was not. 
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When our people learn to differentiate 
between the holy tithe, which is the Lord’s 
(an eternal principle that stands forever), 
and the national tithe (which was a Jewish 
institution and passed away with the Jew- 
ish law), we will understand and can intel- 
ligently discuss the tithing system. The 
tithe for the poor (Deut. 14:28) was also a 
Jewish law and passed away. 

We have been teaching our people for 
one hundred years that tithing was a Jew- 
ish institution and passed away with the 
Jewish law. This is true of the national 
tithe, but not true of the holy tithe. The 
holy is an eternal principle and, like 
prayer, is applicable to all dispensations 
and would be as universally practiced as 
prayer if it did not cost too much. 


Wuers Is tut New Testament ComMMAND? 


So far as we know, no teacher of stew- 
ardship has ever claimed tithing to be a 
New Testament command. In fact, a New 
Testament command is not needed for one 
of God’s eternal principles—for eternal 
principles do not pass away. A New Testa- 
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ment command is not needed to prove that 
“*the earth is the Lord’s.’’ If we are de- 
manding a New Testament command for 
tithing, how about a New Testament com- 
mand for meeting on the Lord’s Day? The 
writer does not want to be misunderstood, 
for he believes in keeping the Lord’s Day 
—and that we honor our risen Lord by 
meeting on the first day of the week. No 
effort is being made in any way to cheapen 
it, but there is no New Testament command 
for meeting on the Lord’s Day. It is infer- 
ential—based on precedent. The disciples 
met on the first day of the week to break 
bread, but there is no command for it. No 
day is commanded in the New Testament, 
and the New Testament nowhere says the 
tithe is no longer the Lord’s. 


It has been said that the tithing system 
was never re-enacted under the Christian 
dispensation. But tithing is an eternal 
principle and eternal principles do not need 
to be re-enacted under the Christian dis- 
pensation. This partnership with God is 
an act of worship, an act of love and a New 
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Testament command would be wholly un- 
necessary. 

There is not one line in the New Testa- 
ment that would lead us to believe the New 
Testament Church ever practiced any other 
system. The writers were Jews, who un- 
derstood the law—and the members, for 
the most part, were Jews who had never 
known any other financial system. We do 
not believe that when these Jews became 
Christians they would have substituted for 
God’s perfect financial system, one, the 
success of which depended upon their abil- 
ity to go out and beg money. A system of 
beggary had characterized every religion 
on earth except the Jewish. The Jews had 
never been beggars and we do not believe 
they became such on entering the New 
Testament church. 

The Old Testament was their Bible. 
They knew the requirements of the law. 
The tendency was to bring too much Juda- 
ism into the New Testament Church. Paul 
labored to save the church from Jewish 
institutions—which had been fulfilled in’ 
Christ. These sacrifices had all been ful- 
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filled. With them went the white robed 
priests—stately ceremonial and ritual, but 
the tithe goes back beyond all these. It 
was not a type of anything, and did not 
foreshadow anything. There was no rea- 
son for it to pass and many reasons why it 
should remain. 

With world conquest before them, under 
the command of Jesus to ‘‘Go into all the 
world,’’ would it have been the part of wis- 
dom to have abolished the only financial 
system that God had ever given? Jesus 
never turned the wheels of Kingdom prog- 
ress backward. Everything he touched he 
made larger and more spiritual. He en- 
larged upon the law of Moses. Then are 
we to say that in this respect the gospel 
sounds retreat? Will we agree that Chris- 
tianity lowered the standard? With 
greater blessings than the Jews, are we 
content to do less? Why, under the Chris- 
tian dispensation should it be less than 
the tenth? Are our colleges and mission 
fields less worthy of the tithe than were 
Old Testament institutions? 
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The question has been asked, ‘‘ Why did 
not Jesus say more about it?’’ Well, why 
did not Jesus say more about the new 
birth? We stand for the new birth, we 
preach it in our revival meetings—yet, how 
many times did Jesus mention it? 

In Matthew 23:23 Jesus emphatically 
commends the tithe. ‘‘Ye tithe mint and 
anise and cummin, and have left undone 
the weightier matters of the law, justice, 
and mercy and faith: but these ye ought to 
have done, and not to have left the other 
undone.’’ Where will we find language 
stronger than the ‘‘ye ought’’ of Jesus? 
And this is the only thing in their lives 
that Jesus ever commended. ‘‘Had Jesus 
wanted to do away with tithing, he could 
have said so as plainly as he did in the 
matter of divoree.’’* The principle of the 
tithe is carried all through the New Testa- 
ment. Jesus often spoke of money and 
covetousness. In one verse out of six in 
Matthew, Mark and Luke we find some- 
thing about money, and in sixteen of his 
parables and public addresses he mentions 


1H. B. Steward in “The Tithe.” 
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some phase of the money question. If a 
new standard was to be revealed, Jesus had 
the opportunity to say so—but didn’t. 

In Luke 20:25, Jesus said, ‘‘Render unto 
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and 
unto God the things that are God’s.’’ 
Someone has said that this does not prove 
tithing. No, it certainly does not—but it 
does prove that a definite amount belongs 
to God and if some definite amount, what 
is the amount? Are we going to guess at 
it, or be guided by Bible teaching? 

Paul says in first Corinthians 16:2, 
‘‘Upon the first day of the week let each 
one of you lay by him in store, as he may 
prosper.’’ This has no reference to financ- 
ing the church, but to a collection for the 
poor. But as it has been used by oppo- 
nents of the tithing system, we will take it 
for granted that it did have reference to 
financing the church. All fair-minded 
readers will admit that Paul here had ref- 
erence to some proportion. The expres- 
sion ‘‘every one of you’’ occurs several 
times in the New Testament. In Acts 2:38, 
‘‘Repent and be baptized every one of you 
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in the name of Jesus Christ for the remis- 
sion of sins.’? Paul was an apostle and 
had been proving his apostleship. His 
authority was just as great as that of 
Peter, and Paul said, ‘‘ As I gave order to 
the churches of Galatia, so also do ye.’’ 
An order is a command, so here is a plain 
command to the churches of Galatia and 
‘Corinth. ‘‘As he shall prosper’’ is the 
measure of the contribution. It is the 
same for each in proportion—and is to be 
brought on the first day of the week. 

The only thing not specifically men- 
tioned, is the size of the contribution. 
Now, let the readers form their conclusion. 
When Paul plainly implies some propor- 
tion and does not specifically name it, the 
conclusion is that the only proportion he 
knew is the one implied. If some other sys- 
tem was being used in the church at Co- 
rinth, we have often wondered why Paul 
did not say something about it. 

Occasionally we meet some brother who 
talks about Paul’s plan. He tells us that 
Paul said, ‘‘Let each man do according as 
he hath purposed in his heart: not grudg- 
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ingly, or of necessity.’’ But after all our 
boasting about understanding the Scrip- 
tures a lot of us have not yet learned that 
we pay the tithe as a debt we owe the 
Lord, and that giving comes after the tithe 
has been paid. Our Savior never did men- 
tion giving only when he was talking to 
tithers, who understood all about the tithe 
being adebt. When Paul talked about giv- 
ing, he undoubtedly was talking to tithers. 
These New Testament Christians had never 
known any other system. 

In 1 Corinthians 9:13, 14, we learn that 
the tithe was ordained for the support of 
the ministry under the Christian dispensa- 
tion. Paul calls it an ordinance—a law 
enacted by the Lord. Paul says, ‘‘Know 
ye not that they that minister about sacred 
things eat of the things of the temple, and 
they that wait upon the altar have their 
portion with the altar? Even so did the 
Lord ordain that they that proclaim the 
gospel should live of the gospel.’’ Here 
Paul is speaking of the old law, about insti- 
tutions supported by. the tithe. What are 
we going to do with this ‘‘even so’’? As 


136 STEWARDSHIP AND TITHING 


God ordained for the old, even so did the 
Lord ordain for the new, that they who 
minister about sacred things under the 
Christian dispensation shall be supported 
how? Just haphazard, hit or miss? No, 
but just as the Levitical priesthood was 
supported. 

‘‘The principle of the tithe belongs to the 
New Testament. It is not an institution of 
the law of Moses, nailed to the cross—but 
it goes back to Abraham, the type of the 
Christian, who paid tithe to Melchizedek, 
the type of Christ. As Abraham, the type 
of Christian, paid the tithe, the Christian, 
the anti-type of Abraham, ought to pay the 
tithe to the greater King of righteous- 
ness.’’* If Jesus does not receive the tithe 
we make him inferior to Melchizedek. This 
principle goes farther back than Abraham. 
It goes back to Eden, where God asserted 
that he had a right to a definite part. 
After all, when we get through—how far 
are we from a New Testament command? 
There is no repealing of the tithe in the 
New Testament, either expressed or im- 
plied. 


1John G. Alber. 


lad 


HOW MUCH OWEST THOU? 137 


Gop’s Drrinite System 


The tithe is the only financial system 
that God has ever revealed, and if it is not 
in force, the Kingdom is without any rec- 
ognized system and the Scriptures are 
meaningless in their teaching and the 
Kingdom of God will never become univer- 
sal throughout the earth. 

Theologians and teachers, the most cul- 
tured the world has ever known, have 
united down through the ages in a continu- 
ous line of evidence as to the universal be- 
lef and practice of the tithing system. 

Who 1s most apt to be right, the one who 
follows his own devices and sets his own 
standard, claiming the option to give as lit- 
tle or as much as he pleases, or the great 
teachers of Christianity, who from the be- 
ginning, singly and collectively have ac- 
cepted the ratio that God himself named? 

Our church officers have just as much 
right to meet and frame up a law of admis- 
sion into the church as they have to manu- 
facture a financial system. 

‘‘No man has any more right to deter- 
mine the terms and conditions of his stew- 
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ardship than he has to determine the terms 
and conditions of his admission into the 
Kingdom. As the Government sovereignty 
fixes the percentage the citizen must pay as 
a tax and as a citizen acknowledges the 
sovereignty of his Government by paying 
the tax, just so the faithful steward ac- 
knowledges the sovereignty of God and 
God’s absolute ownership of all things by 
paying the tithe which has always been the 
Lords.’”* 

Tithing is the schoolmaster that will 
lead us to become givers if we ever become 
givers. It is the starting point, the mini- 
mum. The big givers that we read about 
in our church papers and magazines, the 
majority of them at least, became tithers in 
youth or they could not be making such 
gifts now. As examples, John D. Rocke- 
feller, Mrs. Russell Sage, William Colgate, 
Samuel Inslow, William E. Dodge, Mat- 
thias W. Baldwin, A. A. Hide (of Mentho- 
latum fame) and many others, are familiar 
examples. Mr. Saylor, in his booklet en- 
titled American Tithers, after telling the 





1Chas. Cook in “The Larger Stewardship.” 
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story of more than a score of prominent 
American merchants, manufacturers, bank- 
ers, lawyers and other leaders, says that 
he is convinced that these examples justify 
one in concluding that the decision to tithe 


has been an important first step in the 


making of philanthropists and truly suc- 
cessful men. 


Tuer RESULTS 


This partnership means a nearness to 
God. We challenge any Christian to set 
aside this definite part for God w without de- 
veloping spiritually—for by this act he is 
acknowledging God’s absolute ownership 
of all things, and his dependence upon his 
God. The man who objects to and opposes 
the tithing system is standing directly in 
the way of spiritual blessings. Dr. Robt. 
EK. Speer has said, ‘‘I think every man will 
find, as every man who has passed through 
the experience can testify, that the accept- 
ance of a principle like this marks a dis- 


tinct era of a spiritual enlargement i in his 


life. ” 
A joy and a blessing will come into your 
life never before discovered. God has 


Pe! 


vA 
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promised to pour out a blessing. We won- 
der sometimes if church members believe 
in the promises of God. God has promised 
a blessing, but you will not receive the 
blessing unless you practice tithing. You 
will not get a blessing out of prayer unless 
you pray. Tithing is a sacred relation into 
which the individual himself must enter. 
It is not just cutting loose from a tenth of 
your income. That, alone, would not be 
tithing, but it means to re-consecrate the 
life. 

If God’s blessing would mean the saving 
of some of our children, that would be far 
greater than financial blessings. God may 
send blessings into our lives of far greater 
value than dollars and cents. Mr. R. L. 
Gurney, of the American Trust Co. of St. 
Louis, said to the writer, ‘‘I have never yet 
known _ a tither who was not ot ‘sold’ on. on the 
idea_of the blessings it brings.’’ Please 
weigh these words of this Christian busi- 
ness man. Scores of others could be 
quoted. 

Let us consider some Kingdom results. 
The Adventists are raising for evangeliz- 
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ing the world a little over $20.00 per capita 
per year. The United Presbyterians 
$15.53. We come on down to twenty-sev- 
enth place among Protestant bodies to the 
Disciples of Christ with a little more than 
$3.00 per capita for world evangelization. . 
Last year, we robbed the Lord of about 
fifty millions of dollars. Government fig- 
ures tell us that the income per capita in 
America is around $600.00. Let us sup- 
pose that it is only $500.00. According to 
these figures, 1,400,000 Disciples of Christ 
last year had an income of $700,000,000. 
“The tithe is the Lord’s.’’ The tithe of 
$700,000,000 would be $70,000,000. We 
raised for all purposes about $20,000,000. 
This would leave us in debt to God about 
$50,000,000. 


Suppose we deduct for overhead, 50%, 
then our people could have done every- 
thing they did last year, and have left for 
Kingdom extension $15,000,000. We have 
a lot to say in our conventions about what 
we could do with a million dollars. Well, 
I wonder what we could do with $15,000,- 
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000. Sharpen your pencils and try to fig- 
ure it out. 

Occasionally the question is asked, ‘*Can 
you name some churches where actual re- 
sults have been obtained from this sys- 
tem?’’ Yes, we can name scores of such 
churches. We will mention here just four. 
In the High Street Church in Akron, Ohio, 
three hundred tithers, one-half of whom 
are children, made pledges averaging $1.40 
per week, while one thousand members of 
that church, who were not tithers (many 
of whom were the most wealthy) made 
pledges averaging $0.35 per week. In the 
East Dallas Church, Dallas, Texas, fifty 
storehouse tithers brought into the church 
treasury for the quarter ending December 
31, 1924, 56% of all the money that came in 
during that quarter. Following a steward- 
ship campaign in the First Church, To- 
peka, Kans., of which the writer is a mem- 
ber, the budget was increased $61.00 per 
week. The church at HKureka, Kans. a 
county seat church of three hundred mem- 
bers, increased its budget from $3400 to 
$6400 the first year under the tithing sys- 
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tem. A page could be filled with the names 
of churches, personally known to the 
writer, with results as great as the four 
named. But what is greater than dollars 
and cents is that it has deepened the spir-. 
itual lives of thousands in these churches. 

When we stop to think of the outlying 
world with its sins and heart-aches and 
that Jesus commanded us to ‘‘Go’’ and 
under the present system we cannot go, we 
ought to be humiliated. We say, ‘‘Not 
this year,’’ but have we any assurance that 
we will do any better next year? 

It is not how much of your money you 
are going to give to the Lord, but how 
much of the Lord’s money are you going to 
keep for yourself? 

If the things taught in this little volume 
are true, if God will pour out blessings, if 
it does mean increased spirituality, if we 
will live just as well as under the old sys- 
tem, if it will solve our problems, then, is 
it worth while and are we willing to try 
it? If these things are not true, a trial will 
prove it. 


144 STEWARDSHIP AND TITHING 


When we stop to think of the gravity of 
the moment, of the stupendous issues press- 
ing for solution in the face of God’s teach- 
ing, in the face of the staggering needs of 
the day, what are we going to do? 

‘¢ ‘Bring ye all the tithe into the store-house.’ 

"Tis the word of God that speaks to you; 


Truth the promise He hath made, and bring to him 
The portion that to Him is due.’’ 


‘“Meditate upon your many blessings; 
Count them over thoughtfully in prayer, 
Then in love and gratitude return to Him 
Full measure of His rightful share.’’ 


QUESTIONS FoR STUDY 


1. How could the church upset Satan’s 
plans? 

2. Has the average minister presented 
anything definite on the subject of Chris- 
tian Stewardship? 

3. What percentage of the capital is God 
putting into the business of life? 

4. Does biblical history mention the set- 
ting aside the definite part for God? 

5. How far back in history has the tithe 
been the Lord’s? 
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6. Study carefully the distinction be- 
tween the holy tithe and the national tithe. 
(Discuss this freely.) 

7. Do you consider a New Testament 
command for one of God’s eternal princi-_ 
ples necessary? 

8. Would it have been wise for the mem- 
bers of the New Testament church to have 
abolished the only financial system that 
God had ever given? 

7. With world conquest before them, 
should the amount for God have been less 
than for former dispensations? 

8. What did Jesus say about the tithe in 
Matthew 23:23? 

9. What do you learn about a definite 
amount in Luke 20:25? 

10. Study Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 
16:2 and form your conclusions. 

11. Do not fail to make a distinction be- 
tween tithing and giving. 

12. Read carefully 1 Corinthians 9:13, 
14, and see what you can find about tithing. 

13. Trace the principle of the tithe back 
to Abraham and Eden. 
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14. What is the testimony of the great 
theologians and teachers relative to the 
tithing system and who is most apt to be 
right? 

15. How will the tithing system lead our 
people to become givers? (Keep in mind 
that tithing is not giving.) 

16. Aside from spiritual results, what 
could the Christian Church be doing for 
the extension of the Lord’s Kingdom if 
50% were tithers? 

17. Give results of the tithing system of 
the four churches mentioned in this lesson. 

18. If these things are true, are we will- 
ing to try it? 


For MEDITATION 


The most Sensitive e spot in the su surrender of the whole 
Scenes provides me with material comforts, selfish 
satisfactions, and gratifies personal tastes and appetites. 
It may be that my property represents so much of 
myself: so much of my toil, so much of my effort: 
so much of my time, so much of my strength: that is 
it is my very self * * * * The question is, ‘‘ Who is 
owner, God or myself?’’ If God, then I must surrender 
all to him. Sometimes the conflict is severe and long. 
Always man has attempted to except his property from 
the surrender: but when I begin to condition my sur- 


HOW MUCH OWEST THOU? 147 


render, then I begin to compromise: and to compromise 
with God is fatal to my soul.—Bishop Theodorse S. 
Henderson. 


Build thee more stately mansions, O my soul, 

As the swift seasons roll! 

Leave thy low vaulted past! 

Let each new temple, nobler than the last, 

Shut thee from heaven with a dome more vast, 

Till thou at length art free, 

Leaving thine outgrown shell by life’s umresting sea. 


—Oliver Wendell Holmes. 


STEWARDSHIP ScRIPTURE REFERENCES 


Man Must Give an Account of His Owner- 
ship 

Charge them that are rich in this present world, that 
they be not highminded, nor have their hope set on 
the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who giveth us 
richly all things to enjoy; that they do good, that they 
be rich in good works, that they be ready to distribute, 
willing to communicate.—1 Timothy 6:17, 18. 


For where your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also.—Luke 12:34. 


And he called him, and said unto him, What is this 
that I hear of thee? render the account of thy steward- 
ship; for thou canst be no longer steward.—Luke 16:2. 


And he ealled ten servants of his and gave them ten 
pounds, and said unto them, Trade ye herewith till I 
come.—Luke 19:13. 


CHAPTER VI 


WEIGHED AND Founp WANTING 


We read in the fifth chapter of Daniel 
where the king made a feast to a thousand 
of his lords, his wives and his concubines 
—and spent the night in drunkenness and 
general debauchery. In the midst of this 
drunken revelry, a man’s hand appeared 
on the wall and wrote in mysterious char- 
acters. They were not able to read the 
writing. The astrologers, Chaldeans and 
soothsayers were called in but they were 
not able to interpret the writing. Then 
was Daniel brought in before the king and 
interpreted the writing to mean that God 
had numbered the kingdom and finished it, 
that Belshazzar had been weighed and 
found wanting. 

Here was a king who had wasted his op- 
portunities and sacrificed his dignity. On 
one side of the balances were his responsi- 
bilities and opportunities, on the other side 
his conduct and character. 

148 
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Now, someone says, ‘‘You are not going 
to compare us to that heathen king?’’ But 
if we Christians are not living up to our 
opportunities, we are worse than a heathen 
king. This king lived five hundred years 
the other side of the cross. He had never 
heard of a crucified Savior. Our lot has 
been cast in a land of Bibles, in fact, our 
country was founded on the Bible. We 
have accepted Jesus and then have dis- 
obeyed him. Nearly two thousand years 
ago, Jesus commanded us to ‘‘go into all 
the world,’’ and we have not gone. 


A Matter or SAvING CIVILIZATION 


It is not just a matter of soul-saving, 
great as that is, and while one soul is 
worth more than a thousand worlds, but it 
is also a matter of saving our civilization, 
which is tottering on the brink and God 
only knows what a day may bring forth. 
There are one million more men in arms in 
Kurope than_ there were in 1914. ~ ‘This is 
not sentiment, but we are dealing i in facts, 
cruel and challenging as they may be. We 
have not yet recovered from the World 
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War and it has not been proven that we 
shall ever recover from it. The nations are 
bankrupt. Millions of lives have been sac- 
rificed. Selfishness and hatred are on the 
increase and generations yet unborn will 
struggle to pay the war debt. A debt of 
nearly four hundred billions is staggering 
in its magnitude. We cannot think in 
terms of four hundred billions. This would 
mean $7.25 for every second of time from 
the birth of our Savior up to the signing of 
the Armistice. Seven hundred and forty- 
one dollars for every living human being 
on the face of the earth and 4% of it for 
one hour would be more than all America 
gave last year for missions. We burned up 
during the war, nine millions of dollars 
every hour. About 80% of the total re- 
ceipts of our Government goes to pay for 
war. Gen. Pershing’s border warfare cost 
an amount of money that would have built 


a re 


every city in Mexico of over four thousand 
population. The commander of the mee 
fleet said, ‘‘If half the zeal and passion, if 


half the out-pouring of life and treasure | 





} 
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that the state put into the World War 
could be thrown into the cause of the King- 
dom of God, the world would soon be 
won.’ And after all this, the nations are 
‘vying with each other in producing the 
most deadly and devilish instruments of 
destruction. 

No power can prevent the air fleet from 
flying over our cities and dropping the 
deadly gas bombs that would wipe out all 
trace of life. Mr. Edison was asked if Lon- 
don could be destroyed in twelve hours. 
He replied that London could be destroyed 
in three hours. There is a liquid, three 
drops of which if applied to any part of the 
body will cause death. One plane carrying 
two tons of this liquid could cover an area 
one hundred yards wide and seven miles 
long. Disease germs are available that will 
poison the water in whole areas. General 
E. D. Swinton of the British army said a 
little while ago that the future weapon will 
be disease germs. The range of guns has 
been doubled since the war and the speed 
of tractors trebled. 
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An automatic cannon has been per- 
fected that will hurl one and a quarter 
pound shells at the rate of one hundred and 
twenty a minute. A sixteen-inch gun is 
available that will hurl a missile weighing 
a ton twenty-seven miles. A small number 
of planes at a cost of less than one-half that 
of a battleship would wipe out a whole 
fleet of battleships in less than fifteen min- 
utes. 

General Pershing, at a dinner in New 
York City, asked the question, ‘‘Has not 
our civilization reached the point where it 
begins to destroy itself?’’ Sir Philips 
Gibbs made the statement, ‘‘No one who is 
not thoroughly intoxicated with optimism 
will deny that this old world is very sick 
and it may be a sickness unto death.’’ 
Lloyd George said, ‘‘If the churches of 
Europe and and America allow another wat war, it 
will be a war against « Civilization.’’? Please 
bear in mind that Lloyd George said, ‘‘If 
the churches allow another war.’’ Presi- 
dent Coolidge said at Omaha last fall, ‘‘We 
cannot place our main reliance upon mate- 
rial forces, but must_make our supreme 
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commitment to the everlasting spiritual 
forces of life.”’ ori 

The church is the only institution that 
ean combat war. The church must lead in 
a crusade against this enemy of civiliza- 
tion. When world leaders, military leaders 
who are not Christians themselves, tell us 
that the church is the only institution that 
can save civilization, will our church mem- 
bers wake up? It is not a matter of mak- 
ing a living—the question is, will we be liv- 
ing ten years from now? 


CHRISTIAN RESPONSIBILITY. Is THE CHUROH 
Bic EnovueH To Save CIviLizATION ? 


At present we are facing the fact that 
less than n 50% of our church members at- 
tend_ with “any , ‘degree _of regularity _ the 
to Est % “of our nereis members support the 
church financially. Our ministers are 
spending sleepless nights wondering how 
to put over their program. The average 
layman is not able to go down on the 
streets and defend the littleness of the pro- 
gram the local church is putting over. In- 
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stead of getting out and boosting the big- 
gest business in the world, the average 
layman is spending his time trying to save 
it from bankruptcy. 

Instead of a self-respecting God-honor- 
ing program, we take a collection. Many 
nominal church members when they attend 
church at all, tip the Lord about like they 
tip the porter on the train. Instead of pay- 
ing the Lord a definite debt, we put on an 
every-member canvass and beg folks to in- 
crease their offerings. Instead of having a 
surplus in the Lord’s house there is a defi- 
cit. Instead of food there is emptyness. 

Heathen nations without exception set 
aside for their gods the definite part. Yet 
we deny our risen Lord the right to say 
what he should receive. He endured the 
pain and the shame of the cross and com- 
manded us to go into all the world and we 
face the awful fact that we are guilty of 
disobedience. Yes, people who claim to 
be Christians, render no service. The nom- 
inal church member hinders rather than 
helps the progress of the church. 
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How Can THE CHurcH Become Bia 
EnovueH? 


Simply by putting on a campaign for our 
Lord so big that it will compel the atten- 
tion of the whole wide world. This will 
come through a generation of teaching that 
God is the owner and that man ts a steward 
and owes God a debt. In order to do this, 
two things are necessary: first, money, 
millions and millions of money; second, a 
spiritual consecration that will light the 
fires of evangelism until they sweep to the 
ends of the earth. One of these will follow 
the other just as truly as water seeks its 
level. When Christians get right with God 
they will develop spiritually and the 
church will settle down to a program of 
real evangelism. Not an evangelism that 
counts numbers and leaves them to die 
spiritually, but an evangelism that spirit- 
ualizes as well as baptizes. 

An offering to God from man’s material 
substance down through the ages has been 
the one acknowledgment of man’s depend- 
ence upon his Creator. There is no hint 
that any ratio save the tithe has ever been 
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revealed. The scholars of the world have 
upheld and urged it. Successfully financ- 
ing the Kingdom any other way than by 
the separate portion is impossible. The 
tithing system was endorsed by Jesus, im- 
plied in the teachings of Paul in the very 
strictest language, and practiced by the 
early church for many centuries after 
Christ. 


It has been said that this cannot be 
proven, but it can be proven that the reli- 
gious leaders of that age stood for and 
endorsed the tithing system, and no one 
would undertake to make the claim that 
these great leaders had no influence over 
their people. We learn this from church 
history. The same church history that 
tells us that during the early centuries the 
church practiced immersion instead of 
sprinkling (and we say that is good church 
history) tells us that they paid the tithe. 
The same church history from which we 
learn that the church during the early cen- 
turies met on the Lord’s Day instead of the 
Sababth Day (and we all agree that that is 
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good church history), tells us that they 
paid the tithe. 

While a host of the Church Fathers have 
spoken, it is not necessary to quote at 
length. Their testimony is important for 
the reason that it reveals the practice of 
the church at that time. 

Clement of Alexandria says, ‘‘Besides 
the tithes of the fruits and of the flocks 
taught both piety toward the Deity, and 
not covetously to grasp everything but to 
communicate gifts of kindness to one’s 
neighbors. ’’ 

Ambrose said, ‘‘God has reserved a tenth 
part to himself, therefore it is not lawful 
for a man to retain what God has reserved 
for himself.’’ 

Chrysostom is quoted as saying, ‘‘They 
gave tithes, and tithes upon tithes again 
for the orphans, widows and strangers.’’ 

Cassian makes record of the fact that 
certain young men, ‘‘were eager to offer 
tithes and first-fruits of their substance.’’ 

To these we might add, if we had the 
space, the testimony of Irenaeus, Tertul- 
lian, Origen, Cyprian, Jerome, Augustine 
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and others who speak in no uncertain 
sound as to tithing in these early centuries. 

Another question presents itself. When 
was the system lost? It was lost during 
the reign of Henry VIII, who has been 
branded as the ring-leader and archfiend of 
church robbers. Under his reign the 
Lord’s money was turned from its sacred 
purposes into the coffers of impostors, and 
speculators. Doctor Henry Lansdell, who 
has written several volumes on The Sacred 
Tenth, declares that the misappropriation 
of the tithe is one of the saddest pages in 
human history. Asa result of Henry VIII 
appropriating the tithe to his own selfish 
uses and even for immoral purposes, the 
people rebelled and refused to pay it. 

For five hundred long years this old 
world has waited for the church to substi- 
tute and it is still substituting. If the world 
could wait five hundred years longer no 
substitute would be found, but it cannot 
wait five hundred years longer and it is a 
grave question whether or not it can wait 
five years longer. A covetous age with a 
covetous church unrebuked has left the 
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world unevangelized and our civilization in 
peril. 

The doors of opportunity have been 
prayed open; the nations stand with out- 
stretched hands, waiting in fear and hope- 
lessness. The workers are ready to go. 
Our young people are standing on tip-toe 
looking out over the harvest field saying, 
*‘Send me.’’ What encouragement have 
our young people to enlist for definite 
Christian service when we cannot send our 
missionaries already trained and equipped? 


Gop’s PROMISES 


Just one more reminder that God has 
promised to open the windows of heaven 
and pour out a blessing, and when the 
church repents and turns to God he will 
pour out the blessing. The Jews were 
afflicted with drouth and pestilence and 
cried out in their distress to know the rea- 
son. God answered them through Malachi, 
saying, ‘‘Ye have robbed me. Now you 
are cursed with the curse.’’ Their ques- 
tion was, ‘‘Wherein have we robbed thee?”’ 
The answer came, prompt and pointed, ‘‘In 
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tithes and offerings; now ye are cursed 
with the curse; for ye have robbed me, 
even this whole nation.’’ If it was robbery 
in the days of Malachi, what is it today, 
That means, will a man be bad enough to 
deliberately rob God? 

Last year according to government sta- 
tistics, the Protestant church members of 
America robbed God of a billion and 
twenty million dollars. According to the 
present income per capita in America, the 
Protestant church members last year had 
an income of fourteen billion, six hundred 
and fifty million. ‘‘The tithe is the 
Lord’s.’’ The tithe of fourteen billion, six 
hundred and fifty millions would be one 
billion, four hundred and sixty-five mil- 
lions. These Protestant churches last year 
raised for the Lord four hundred and forty 
millions. When we subtract four hundred 
and forty millions from one billion, four 
hundred and sixty-five millions, it leaves 
us in debt to God one billion, twenty mil- 
lions. 

Then we face the fact that we cannot 
equip our mission stations, and our mis- 
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sionaries tell us not to send any more mis- 
sionaries until we can furnish equipment to 
those we have. The poor heathen man 
drags his diseased body for two hundred 
miles through the forest in search of a doc- 
tor that we are not able to send. Millions 
every year die of preventable diseases. 
The average church member faces this 
condition seemingly untouched and un- 
ashamed. 

‘*TIt makes a sick feeling about the heart 
when we think of that back debt we owe 
the Lord.’’** Some men of wealth have 
counted it up and paid it with interest, but 
many of us cannot pay it. We have robbed 
him of thousands of dollars and all that 
we can do is pray for forgiveness of that 
sin and throw out the danger signal to 
others that they may not make the same 
mistake. 

‘‘What tragedies, wars and bloodshed 
might have been averted had it not been 
for the apostacy of a Romanized church, 
and what may be the tragedies of the fu- 


1Calkins in “A Man and His Money.” 
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ture unless the church repents and purifies 
herself.’”* 


Nation Founpep on Farru 1n Gop 


We owe the fundamentals that have 
made America great to the faith of our 
fathers. The early settlers of this great 
middle-west came together and built their 
modest little churches where they met as 
social centers and to worship and rest. 
Our Government was founded on the Bible. 
Mr. Babson held a conversation with a 
prominent leader in South America. This 
man asked this question, ‘‘How is it, Mr. 
Babson, that North America has pro- 
gressed so far ahead of South America? 
South America is the older country and 
has the greater resources.’’ Mr. Babson 
said that, while he knew, he disliked to an- 
swer the question, so he replied, ‘‘What do 
you say?’’ This South American then 
said, ‘‘South America was settled by the 
Spaniards in search of gold, North Amer- 
ica was settled by the Pilgrims in search 
of God.”’ 


1Cushman in “The Message of Stewardship.” 
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God has blessed America, God forbid 
that America should take one step back- 
ward. Franklin said, ‘‘A Government 
founded on the Bible will live.’’ Woodrow 
Wilson said just a short time before his 
death, ‘‘If our civilization survives mate- 
rially we must redeem it spiritually.”’ 

Not long ago a poll was taken of a group 
of students in Harvard University. This 
revealed the fact that four of the number 
had read the Bible through, four of the 
number prayed and twenty-five per cent of 
this group believed in a personal God. No 
doubt this group of students represented a 
cross-section of our American youth. 
Then, going back to Franklin’s statement, 
we are wondering if the future America 
will stand on the Bible. How about our 
young people? Walter S. Athearn made 
the statement a few weeks ago that the 
church is responsible for the crime wave. 
Mr. Athearn said, ‘‘The church has as- 
sumed the responsibility for the religious 
education of the young people and has 
loafed on the job. There is no use to blame: 
the youth, the police department nor the 
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judicial system until the church matches 
the efficiency of the public school educa- 
tional system. There are twenty-seven mil- 
lions of young people in America under 
twenty-five years of age without any reli- 
gious teaching. They form the seed-bed of 
crime, social unrest and anarchy.”’ 

Mr. Athearn’s charge against the church 
is a serious one. We talk about religious 
education and yet we are giving our chil- 
dren thirty minutes a week—twenty-six 
hours a year in a Sunday school, usually 
taught by immature, untrained, voluntary 
teachers, who are not suitable to teach, and 
would not be allowed to teach anywhere 
else on earth. 

Our_young people will find amusement_ 
somewhere. God made them that way. 
The church program, on -aceount of lack of 
funds, is not providing this entertainment. 
Satan is, and is winning our young people. 
If our people were tithers, we could put on 
a program for the Lord that would save a 
generation of young people with their tal- 
ents and influences. ‘‘If the processes of 
money-making and spending in their lives 
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is not Christianized, we are going to lose 
them.’’* Stewardship ties our children to 
the church and its influences. Stewardship 
habits will save them to the church when 
seemingly greater things fail and will elim- 
inate heart-aches and disappointments in 
after life. Thirty-five or forty years ago 
Frances E. Willard taught the children to 
raise their right hands and chant, ‘‘Trem- 
ble king alcohol, for we shall grow up.’’ 
This was the prize joke around the livery 
stable and local saloon. How they laughed 
about the children putting them out of 
business, but time passed and after awhile 
the Highteenth Amendment was ratified; 
then the joke lost its point. 

Yes, some of our people fight tithing to 
about the same extent that some folks fight 
baptism and these very people are fighting 
the plan that will link their children to the 
church and save them. 

Tithing is a privilege of limitless possi- 
bilities. Just lay the Bible aside and it is 
a privilege. The finite mind cannot grasp 
it in its unthinkable entirety. It is the 


1Bert Wilson in “The Christian and His Money Prob- 
lems.” 3 
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very corner stone of character building. It 
brings us close to God and he will open the 
windows of heaven and pour out a bless- 
ing. Can we, dare we ignore the claims of 
our Lord? Have we any reasons to expect 
exemption from our obligations? Have we 
any grounds for asking such a thing? 

Just as Belshazzar was weighed, we are 
going to be weighed. God’s balances are 
perfect. On one scale will be what he de- 
mands of us and on the other scale will 
be what we are. The verdict will be an- 
nounced and the penalty carried out. 

We cannot disobey a law and escape the 
penalty. The breaking of any law brings 
the penalty. The world is to be saved 
through human instrumentality. Our Lord 
has commanded us to go. We cannot go 
under the present system. God’s system 
would evangelize the world in this genera- 
tion. 

May God help us to wake up and realize 
that we are stewards. If we deny our 
stewardship, we deny Jesus. If we deny 
his teachings we deny him. 
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Some church members claim that the 
tithe is too much. Suppose Mr. Rockefeller | 
should call the man who makes this claim 
for a conference and should say, ‘‘I am go- 
ing to take you into partnership with me; } 
I will furnish the money and put back of | 
this business my years of training and ex-) 
perience; you run the business and turn) 
over to me ten per cent of the net income.’’) 


ee eee 


We wonder what answer would be given.) 
However, a greater than Mr. Rockefeller 
has given the challenge to bring the whole 
tithe into the storehouse—which today rep- 
resents the church—and prove him. 


*“Go to the deeps of God’s promise; 
The blessing is never denied; 
He loves, and remembers His children, 


And every good thing is supplied. 


““Go to the deeps of God’s promise, 
And elaim whatsoever ye will. 
The blessing of God will not fail thee, 
His word He will surely fulfill.’’ 


QUESTIONS FoR STUDY 


1. How, in your opinion, do conditions in 
Belshazzar’s day compare with those of 
our modern cities of today? 
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2. Is there less excuse for Christians 
wasting their opportunities than there was 
for Belshazzar? Why? 

3. Is our present civilization safe? 

4, What is the greatest danger our civi- 
lization faces? 

5. What is the only institution that can 
combat war? 

6. How have world leaders expressed 
themselves regarding the Church in regard 
to its relation to war? 

7. How can the church become big 
enough to save civilization? 

8. About what percentage of Protestant 
church members are doing anything at all 
for the church financially? 

9. How does this compare with heathen 
nations? 

10. What lesson does the early church 
teach on tithing? 

11. When was the tithing system lost 
and under what circumstances? 

12. What are some dangers in waiting 
for a substitute for God’s financial system? 
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13. How much is the Protestant Church 
taking away from the Lord every year ac- 
cording to Government figures? 


14. What does Americanism owe to 
Christianity ? 


15. What did Mr. Athearn say about the 
crime wave? 


16. Is the church providing amusement 
for the young people that is necessary for 
their welfare and in what way could it be 
improved? 

17. If the processes of money-making 
and spending in the lives of our young peo- 
ple are not Christianized what will happen 
to them? 


18. Should entertainment for young peo- 
ple consist in just what they call a good 
time from a worldly viewpoint or should it 
mean real Christian service? Give your 
ideas of real Christian service. 

19. If Christians were honest with the 
Lord, would the church be able to put on a 
program that would tie the young people 
to the church? 
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For MEDITATION 


Allow no rush of work or of pleasure to crowd out 
time for prayer. Luther once said, ‘‘I have much work 
to do today, so I will arise an hour earlier in order to 
have time for quiet prayer.?’ Those who make a rule of 
the morning watch should resolve never to allow a single 
exception. When away on vacations, or sleeping in the 
same room with others, on camping parties when we 
sleep under the stars, or out in the thick of life’s work, 
cling unshakably to the regular observance of this life 
giving habit—David BR. Porter. 


So live, that when thy summons comes to join 

The innumerable caravan that moves 

To that mysterious realm where each shall take 

His chamber in the silent halls of death, 

Thou go, not like the quarry slave at night 

Seourged to his dungeon, but sustained and soothed 
By an unfaltering trust, approach thy grave 

Like one who wraps the drapery of his couch 

About him and lies down to pleasant dreams. 


—William Cullen Bryant. 


STEWARDSHIP SCRIPTURE REFERENCES 


Faithful Stewardship Rewarded 


There is that scattereth, and increaseth yet more; 
And there is that withholdeth more than is meet, 
but it tendeth only to want.—Proverbs 11:24. 


But this I say, He that soweth sparingly shall reap 
also sparingly; and he that soweth bountifully shall 
reap also bountifully. Let each man do according as 
he hath purposed in his heart: not grudgingly, or of 
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necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. And God 
is able to make all grace abound unto you; that ye, 
having always all sufficiency in everything, may abound 
unto every good work: as it is written, 

He hath scattered abroad, he hath given to the poor; 

His righteousness abideth forever. 

And he that supplieth seed to the sower and bread 
for food, shall supply and multiply your seed for sow- 
ing, and increase the fruits of your righteousness: ye 
being enriched in everything unto all liberality, which 
worketh through us thanksgiving to God.—2 Corinthians 
926-9510; 11. 


And Peter said, Lo, we have left our own, and fol- 
lowed thee. And he said unto them, Verily I say unto 
you, There is no man that hath left house, or wife, or 
brethren, or parents, or children, for the kingdom of 
God’s sake, who shall not receive manifold more in this 
time, and in the world to come eternal life.—Luke 
18 :28-30. 


Honor Jehovah with thy substance, 

And with the first-fruits of all thine increase: 
So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, 

And thy vats shall overflow with new wine. 


—Proverbs 3:9, 10. 


CHAPTER VII 


A Trruine CaTECHISM 


Prepared especially for the Intermediate 
and Senior Departments in the Bible 
school and Christian Endeavor 


Q.— What is the unfailing rule for a 
Christian life? 

A.—The one sure rule is a consistent 
keeping of the laws of God. 


Q.— Where do we find God’s laws? 
A.—We find them in the Bible, and in 
the world about us. 


Q.— What two laws which were given in 
the beginning are very much alike? 

A.—The law which says that one-seventh 
of our time and one-tenth of our income be- 
long to God in a special sense. 


Q.—Are all of God’s laws made for his 
glory or for our good? 

A.—They are made for the good of all 
those who obey him, and so they add to his 
glory. 
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Q.—Are God’s laws a necessity to us or 
are they only the expression of his author- 
ity? 

A.—God’s laws are necessary and not for 
display. The law which requires one day re 
of rest in seven, for example, is not for 
God’s advantage, but for ours. 


Q.—Is the same thing true about the law 
of the tenth? 

A.—It is true, because this law rests on 
the same foundation. God does not need 
our offerings, but we need to recognize our 
relation to him. 


Q.—How does obedience to the law of 
the tenth produce spiritual growth? 

A.—By making us in a real sense part- < 
ners with him, uniting with him in his be 
work. 


Y 


Q.— Who is the owner of the heavens and 
the earth, the silver and the gold, the liv- 
ing creatures about us, and ourselves? 

A.—All things belong to God. He is the 
supreme owner of all. 


Q.—Into whose keeping has God given 
all these things? 
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A.—He has given them to men to have 
charge of them and to care for them. 


Q.—What then, is our relation to God’s 
property? 

A.—We are the stewards of God’s prop- 
erty. We each are in possession of a por- 
tion of it, but God is the owner. 


Q.—Is there Scripture proof that God is 
to receive one-tenth? 

A—Yes. ‘‘The tithe is the Lord’s.’’ 
(Lev. 27:30.) 


Q.—What did God say about his people 
when they did not pay the tithe? 

A.—He said, ‘‘Ye have robbed me.’’ 
(Mal. 3:8.) 


Q.— What portion of his goods did Abra- 
ham offer to the priest of God? 
A.—He offered him the tenth. 


Q.—What part of his possession did Ja- 
cob, the grandson of Abraham, pay? 
A.—He paid the tenth. 


Q.— What part of our income do we owe 
to God? 


A.—The tithe—that is to say, one-tenth. 
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Q.—Does the law of the tithe appear in 
the New Testament? 

A.—It does. It has the plain approval 
of our Lord himself, 


Q.—Did the early Church keep the law 
of the tithe? 
A.—It kept it for four hundred years. 


Q.—Does another’s ownership of the 
goods I possess always imply stewardship 
on my part? 

A.—Yes. There is no exception. 


Q.— Who, then, has the right to say what 
proportion should be paid to the owner; the 
owner himself or the holder of the goods? 

A.—No one but the owner himself has 
the right to fix the proportion to be paid. 


Q.— What is the attitude of society to 
the rights of ownership? 

A.—The rights of ownership are recog- 
nized by all. 


Q.—Is there a rule of honor among busi- 
ness men regarding possession and owner- 
ship? 
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A.—Yes; their rule is to render payment 
for the use of all property which is not 
their own. 


Q.—Is this rule a part of the present or- 
ganization of society? 

A.—It is. We pay rent, taxes, interest, 
in acknowledgment of others’ ownership 
and our own obligation. 


Q.—Has God any rights in comparison 
with the rights of civil government and the 
individual? 

A.—The rights of God constitute the first 
claim upon all his children. 


Q.—What is God’s relation to the tenth 
of our income? 
A.—We owe it to hin, as a debt. 


Q.—How are we sure that the law of the 
tenth did not apply to the Jews alone? 

A.—We know this because the law of the 
tenth was a law of human life before the 
time of the Jews and so applies to all men. 
From the beginning it has been the com- 
mon law of God for the entire human race. 
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Q.—Is there any scriptural evidence that 
the tenth has ever been set aside or re- 
pealed? 

A.—There is no such evidence. 


Q.—In what way did Jesus speak con- 
cerning the tithe? 

A.—On two occasions he spoke of tithing 
as right and proper. 

Q.—Do all Christian people accept the 
law that one-seventh of our time belongs 
to God in a special sense? 

A.—They have so been taught, and this 
is the universal Christian belief. 

Q.—Why do not more Christians tithe 
their incomes? 

A.—They have not been taught that this 
is God’s plan for them. 

Q.—Why are Christians not taught the 
law of the tenth? 

A.—Many teachers do not wish to be- 
lieve it saying that some Christians cannot 
afford to pay so much. 

Q.—Do any teachers object that Chris- 
tians cannot afford to regard the law of the 
seventh of time? 
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A.—They have not answered this ques- 
tion. 


Q.—What should be said to him who 
says that he cannot pay the tenth because 
he has to meet his other obligations? 

A.—He should be told that he is propos- 
ing that one ought to pay his debts to man 
whether he pays them to God or not. 


Q.—In what way is that inconsistent 
with the Christian profession? 

A.—It is inconsistent because we should 
be as honest with God as with men. 

Q.—What has God promised to those 
who pay the tithe? 

A.—He has promised spiritual blessings, 
and also material advantages. 


Q.—Do those who have obeyed the law 
of the tithe testify to the fulfilment of 
God’s promise? 

A.—They say with unvarying voice that 
God has kept his word. 


Q.—What are some of the fundamental 
reasons for tithing? 

A.—It is the only financial law which 
has been given God’s approval. It is es- 
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sential to all co-operation between God and 
man. It puts God and his work first in the 
life of the Christian. It solves all the 
financial problems of Christian service and 
benevolence. It puts religious work on a 
self-respecting level in the eyes of the 
world. 


Q.—What are the two great outstanding 
needs of the church? 

A.—The church’s two great needs are 
spiritual growth in its members and suffi- 
cient money for its work. 


Q.—How can Christians better assure 
spiritual growth? 

A.—By obedience to the divine laws 
which produce spirituality. Tithing is one 
of these laws. 

Q.—Is it to be expected that some may 
become poor because of such a partnership 
with God? 

A.—There is no such case on record. 


Q.—Is anyone to be considered too poor 
to pay the tithe? 

A.—Not unless he is so poor that his 
community should support him. 
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Q.—How is it possible that nine-tenths 
of one’s income can go as far as ten-tenths? 

A.—This and more, is possible, when 
God is on the side of the nine-tenths. 


Q.— When should we begin to pay God 
what we owe him? 

A.—We should begin the moment we 
recognize the debt. 


Q.—At what age should children be 
taught to tithe? 

A.—They should be taught to tithe as 
soon as they are able to count ten. 


Tue StorEHOUSE TITHING CHURCH, OR 
Gop’s Puan at WorkK 


I 
All members of the church will enter into 
partnership with God and at the end of the 
week, month or some other period, count 
out the tenth of their net income from 
wages, salaries, profits, rents, interest, in- 
heritance or otherwise and drop it into 
God’s treasury. 
II 
In case members desire to make addi- 
tional offerings they will be in the nature 
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of free-will offerings, or thank offerings. 
The tithe is the payment of the debt. All 
other offerings are gifts. Of all these the 
treasurer will keep a separate account that 
his book may show the amount of each ad- 
ditional offering. : 
III 

The members of the church delegate to 
the Storehouse Council, composed of the 
Church Board and a representative from 
each department of the church, the respon- 
sibility of caring for every interest of the 
church (as near as possible) with the tithe 
and offerings in God’s treasury. The 
tither delegates to the Storehouse Council 
the right to place his tithes and offerings 
where they will best conserve God’s work. 


EXPLANATION 


There will be just one treasury. 

No stewing, quilting, or begging for 
financing the church. 

All soliciting and collection (except in 
emergency cases) stop. 

All members bring their tithes and offer- 
ings into God’s treasury. 
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Special days will be observed but the of- 
ferings must be brought into the one treas- 
ury. . 

Sunday school classes are taught to tithe 
and make offerings beyond the tithe. 

The class offerings go into the church 
treasury and not into a Sunday school 
treasury. 

Pennies may be brought to class but the 
pupil should be taught that God’s treasury 
is not a penny slot machine, but a holy 
treasury into which the Lord’s part plus 
gifts are to be brought. 

The tithe may be brought through the 
Sunday school but must be placed in the 
tithe envelope with name and amount writ- 
ten on back. If pupil is not going to re- 
main for church his envelope must be left 
with teacher. 

This does not mean that the children will 
not do as much for missions. They are 
taught that their offerings go for the whole 
task, missions and everything else. 

But bear in mind that whether left with 
someone or placed in basket yourself, your 
name and amount of tithe and offering 
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must be written on envelope. The church 
treasurer must keep a record of all names 
and amounts of tithes and offerings placed 
in the Lord’s treasury by them. This is 
wmportant. No church will succeed as a 
tithing church unless this is done. 

There is just one treasury. The church 
assumes responsibility for the support of 
the Sunday school, Christian Endeavor, 
Missionary Society, etc. Just one budget 
—all members of the church, Sunday 
school, Christian Endeavor, Missionary So- 
ciety, etc., pay the tithe and make offerings 
for the support of the church. This in- 
cludes missions and current expenses. 

A proper percentage of the offerings 
for misstons should be credited as gifts 
from the Sunday school, Christian En- 
deavor, etc. The duplex envelope is not 
necessary. A plain envelope will answer. 
A small envelope is preferable for the chil- 
dren. 

A budget must be adopted as a basis to 
work out the per cent allowed each depart- 
ment. To illustrate, suppose the Board 
should adopt as a basis a budget of 
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$5200.00. It might be disposed of as fol- 
lows: 


Pastor’s salary, 46%, equal to_____-__-__-_--_ $2400.00 
Incidentals, 12%, equal to—2=_-___ -_ = 624.00 
Woman ’s Society, 12%, equal to______________ 624.00 
Us iC. MTS: 20%, equalites.) ee 520.00 
Sunday school, 5%, equal to-______________- 260.00 
Chorister< 39; equal te22 2 a 156.00 
Education, 2%,) equal to ee 104.00 
District, 2%, equal tos2 104.00 
State; 29; equal tor 23 eee 104.00 
CyB. 29%, equal to. 2 eS 104.00 
Sinking Fund, 4%, equal to________________ 208.00 

L0Q%0, equal to == ee $5200.00 


All overs go into the sinking fund. For 
illustration: if only 1% is required to run 
the C. E., 1% automatically drops into the 
sinking fund. 

Promiscuous tithing is a failure. 

God’s plan of bringing the tithe into the 
storehouse is the only practical plan of 
solving the financial and spiritual problems 
of the church. 

Every citizen placing his tax money 
where he pleases would wreck the Govern- 
ment. Just so with God’s tax (the tithe) 
it is to be placed in one fund and godly 
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men and women elected to administer it. 
The best men and women on the face of the 
earth are our church officers. They will 
administer the tithe. 

Note, the people were not allowed to 
place their tithes anywhere and every- 
where, but were required to bring them 
into God’s treasury. Our nation has one 
treasury. All citizens pay taxes; this tax 
money goes into a common treasury. The 
citizens elect officers to administer this 
common fund. 


In Oxp Testament Times Ir Was— 


‘‘Bring the tithe into the storehouse.’’— 
Malachi 3:10. 


‘‘Bring me an offering.’’—Exodus 29:2. 
Notice it is b-r-i-n-g and not g-o a-f-t-e-r. 
In THE Days or JEsus— 


‘And Jesus sat over against the treas- 
ury, and beheld how the people cast money 
into the treasury.’’—Mark 12:41. 


Ture New TESTAMENT— 


‘“‘That there be no collections when I 
come.’’—1 Corinthians 16:2. 
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**No collections’’ does not fit with our 
b-e-g-g-i-n-g. 

No, the tithe does not go for charity. 
‘*He that hath pity on the poor lendeth 
unto the Lord.’’—Proverbs 19:17. We 
make gifts to the poor and they are loans 
to the Lord and we have his promises to 
return every dollar. 


“‘Blessed is he that considereth the poor; 
Jehovah will deliver him in time of trou- 
ble.”’—Psalm 41:1, another gilt-edged 
promise based upon your gifts to the poor. 


“*The tithe is the Lord’s.’’ It goes into 
the Lord’s treasury. Let’s get our untrust- 
worthy hand off of it as quickly as pos- 
sible. 


Let’s pay our Lord the debt we owe him, 
not that he needs it but because it is “‘his.’’ 
—Leviticus 27:30. 


This system has worked perfectly in the 
church at Eureka, Kansas, for nearly four 
years and they would not think of going 
back to the old plan. It must be kept in 
mind, that all members of the church, 
Women’s Missionary Society, Christian 
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Endeavor and all others must make a 
pledge to the church. The budget must be 
pledged and paid if the different organiza- 
tions are supported. 

The Eureka church with a membership 
of 290 not only raised the $5200.00 but 
went over to the amount of $6400.00. 

Under this plan the ladies of the mission- 
ary society do not pay dues, but make their 
pledges to the church. If some members 
insist on paying dues, these amounts will 
go in as offerings. 


CLAREMONT, CALIF. 
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